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a SElEctIoN of StaffoRd PlaNt PaINtINGS aRE Now avaIlablE 
foR PuRchaSE at thE fEdERatIoN GallERy

Stafford Plant was born in Esquesing, Ontario in 1914 and 
passed away in 2000. He was a talented and well-known painter, 
instructor and graphic designer. He was a student of L.A.C. 
Panton, F.H. Brigden and Group of Seven member Arthur Lismer.

As one critic said of him, “Stafford Plant is an experimental 
artist whose works range from realistic to a highly stylized 
semi-abstract view of nature. He straddles with relative ease 
that invisible line between commercial art and the painting of 
sensitive canvases.”

a Federation of Canadian Artists Publication
jAnuAry/FEbruAry 2012

on thE covEr | stAFFord PlAnt
holmes de neige  18” x 24”, Oil On CAnvAs

SMall SMallER SMallESt
November 15 to December 4
-2-

70th aNNIvERSaRy Show
October 25 to November 13
-10-

SPIlSbuRy MEdalS Show
December 6 to 24
-19-

drew Gillies AFcA night train 
8” x 12”, Oil, $600
FCA seCOnd Prize AwArd

Arlene connolly trolley-ride
10” x 13”, watercolor, $650
AwArd OF exCellenCe

Allan dunfield a grey morning
11” x 14”, Acrylic, $600
FCA Third Prize AwArd

Karen martin sampson face lift
12” x 12”, Oil, $600
AwArd OF exCellenCe

Pat jobb tofino tree
5.5” x 5.5”, drypoint, $225
AwArd OF exCellenCe

marko lubonic after meal
12” x 13”, Charcoal, $400
FCA FirsT Prize denis MATisz AwArd

sara morison hanging in there
12” x 12”, watercolor, $185
AwArd OF exCellenCe

mirja vahala valhallas 
11” x 14”, Acrylic, $250

bob Araki AFcA evening snow 
11” x 11”, Oil, $350

jill charuk hot stuff 
12” x 9”, Acrylic, $500
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FCA Contacts

fca boaRd of dIREctoRS 2011/2012

President Andrew Mcdermott, sFCA mcdermottart@hotmail.com 604-222-4647

PAst President tatjana Mikov-Popovicki, sFCA tatjana-mp@shaw.ca 604-421-2769

1st VP Alfonso tejada atejada@shaw.ca 604-988-4801

2nd VP Marney rose edge, AFCA marneyroseedge@shaw.ca 604-525-0706

seCretAry elaine Chatwin kechatwin@shaw.ca 604-856-6399

treAsurer don Hodgins, AFCA don_hodgins@shaw.ca, 250-537-5406

CoMMuniCAtion CHAir Alfonso tejada atejada@shaw.ca 604-988-4801

CHAPter LiAison Marney rose edge, AFCA marneyroseedge@shaw.ca 604-525-0706

MeMbersHiP CHAir Michael King mrking@michaelking.ca 604-561-5998

stAndArds CHAir sherry Mitchell, sFCA serendipitystudio@shaw.ca 250-675-2976

eduCAtion CHAir Angela Au Hemphill, sFCA andgie.hemphill@shaw.ca 604-521-5346

MeMber At LArge susie Cipolla susiecipollaart@gmail.com 604-932-1880

chaPtER coNtactS

ArrowsMitH Lisa danesin silverisle@shaw.ca 250-619-2508

CALgAry Kathy Hildebrandt khilde@shaw.ca 403-239-6127

CentrAL oKAnAgAn Jerry Markham info@jerrymarkham.com 250-558-0377

FrAser VALLey terry Leonard info@terryleonard.ca 604-870-9407

nAnAiMo rich williams richwilliamsstudio@shaw.ca 250-591-1325

nortH oKAnAgAn gary whitley, AFCA glwithley@explornet.com 250-547-6449

PeACe riVer sandy troudt sdtroudt@gmail.com 250-785-3867

soutH oKAnAgAn/siMiLKAMeen  
 brad Hillis hillisb@shaw.ca 250-492-6221

tHoMPson/niCoLA/sHuswAP   
 trish Armstrong-gibson, AFCA trish1234@hotmail.com 250-523-6485 
 debbie Milner, AFCA debsart@telus.net 250-573-3779

ViCtoriA Agnes Cornell cagnes@telus.net 250-386-7858

west KootenAy barb Pistak mrmrpsi@telus.net 250-362-5436

Staff & coNtactS

exeCutiVe direCtor bev rushworth fcaoffice@artists.ca 604-681-2744

gALLery direCtor  Mila Kostic fcagallery@artists.ca 604-681-8534

CoMMuniCAtions CoordinAtor  
 Cara bain artavenue@artists.ca 604 681 2744 

VoLunteer CoordinAtor 
 Joyce Freer joyce.freer@firthgroup.com 604-220-7636
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In the news
 
PatRIcIa adaMS was invited to show her watercolours at the 2011 florence biennale in 
italy at the fortezza da basso from december 3 - 11. 

three of pat’s paintings were selected to be published in the best of artists worldwide - 
abstract and still life, volume 1.  

RoSE-MaRIE GoodwIN was awarded, in the 2011 american art awards, 3rd prize in the 
category floral (non-realistic) for her “come to the garden” painting.

JacKIE tahaRa has been invited to paint a life-size replica of a chinese terracotta warrior 
as part of the terracotta warrior public art project, to be unveiled in vancouver in spring 
2012. for more information about this project, please see www.terracottawarriors.ca/

on october 21 and 22, 2011 thE GRouP of NINE had its 6th annual art show and sale in 
maple ridge. it was well supported by many of the community including the mayor, ernie 
daykin and several councillors as well as the former mayor gordy robson and his wife mary.

fca members who participated were: florence l. nicholson, margaret bale, shirley felgner, 
suzette fram, betty coy, joyce campbell.

tINyaN chaN has recently been honoured in an exhibition titled “tinyan chan’s 55 years 
retrospective exhibition” at the art museum of guangzhou academy of fine arts to be 
held in march of 2012. tinyan chan received the lifetime achievement award from the 
fca in 2011.

ShaRoN StoNE will be featured as one of the artists in the best of worldwide watermedia 
artists, volume i, including her piece entitled “seadrift ii”.

nEw 
mEmbErs

bRItISh coluMbIa

lower mainland
Mariko Kurahashi Vancouver

Gabriele Maurus North Vancouver

Deborah Bakos Vancouver

Carmin Faye Mathes Vancouver

Andrew Matthewson New Westminster

Anita Baker Surrey

Yi Yin Zhang Delta

Oliver Malana Richmond

Engin Dalyanci Vancouver

Yong an Yang Richmond

Diane Fairfield Vancouver

Nancy Wong Coquitlam

Sheryl Walker Surrey

Amanda Shatzko Surrey

Peggy Grasse Vancouver

Rick Rozdeba Langley

Pat Sturgeon New Westminster

vancouver island 
& gulf island & 
sunshine coast
Kathleen McPhail Victoria

Darlene Young Victoria

Jaya Malavi Arachchi Victoria

Lynda Jamieson Campbell River

thompson-okanagan
Vallee Leyden Kelowna

Frank Lively Kamloops

Ann Diehl Kamloops

Shirley Tracey Okanagan Falls

Dave Watland Lake Country

Dawn Renee Matheson Naramatu

Kirsten Chapman Blind Bay

Roger Ulasovetz Oliver

albERta
Carol Elliott Calgary

Liela Chan Calgary

Patricia Neden Calgary

Current Exhibitions
 
JacKIE tahaRa is showing her bright and very fun multi-media 
collaged works on wood panel at the red rooster  winery in penticton. 
the show opened as part of the 2011 okanagan fall wine festival in 
october and has been held over until march 2012. you can see her 
work at: www.jackietahara.com

doRIS chaRESt’s new series was shown at the pava gallery in 
edmonton on saturday, oct. 22, 2011. all the work is a result of a 
retreat i took in banff, ab in august. dance is the theme and a new 
style is a result. installation with music and paintings, the project 
proposes to take the viewers in this world of light, hard work but also 
the suffering that is the world of a dancer.

the exhibition will be held from october 22nd to november 23rd, 2011. 
reception on saturday, october 22nd, 2011 from 1pm to 4pm.

tatIaNNa o’doNNEll is having an exhibition of “trees and roots” at 
the epcor centre in the performing arts centre in downtown calgary 
from september 30 to december 30, 2011.

thE aIRPoRt
the newest group show at the airport gallery is now on display in the 2nd 
floor cafe and upper gate areas, with over 30 pieces of work installed. 
work is being showcased by the following artists: ira hoffecker, sokee 
lee, bob mcpartlin, lawrie dignan, deborah tilby, brandy saturley, 
margaret hantiuk, pamela wootton and joane moran.
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Chapter Events 
Calendar

victoriA chAPtEr
upcoming meetings: all meetings are held at the windsor 
park pavilion in oak bay, 7-9pm on thursday evenings, usually 
the third thursday of the month.

jan 19, 2012
demo with jennifer heine: water-soluble oils on mylar.

feb 16, 2012
demo with noah layne, oil, using a live model 

mar 15, 2012
critique with victor arcega. bring 1-2 paintings. victor will 
critique one painting from each artist and a second painting if 
time allows. 

mar 4-28, 2012
spring juried exhibition:
our spring exhibition will be at goward 
house, 2495 arbutus rd, march 
4-28.  opening reception sunday 
march 4, 1:30-3:30pm.  for more 
information contact jim mcfarland, 
afca, jcmcfarland@telus.net 

nAnAimo chAPtEr
oct 11-nov 1, 2011 
fall juried show
nanaimo art gallery

awards of excellence

honourable mentions

cAlGAry chAPtEr
jan 17, 2012 
(3rd tuesday of month)
chapter meeting & pastel demo by karinbrichter
7 pm  haysboro community centre
1204 89 avenue sw, calgary.  all welcome.

feb 21, 2012
(3rd tuesday of month)
chapter meeting, 7 pm  haysboro community centre
1204 89 avenue sw, calgary.  all welcome.

spring 
(date to be arranged)
pastel workshop with karin richter 
for more information on upcoming workshops please check 
our website:http://fcacalgary.ca/  go to : events - workshops.

mar 10, 2012 
juried show and sale  “all things spring”
10 am - 4 pm  edgemont community centre
33 edgevalley cir nw, calgary

chapter award winners
also here are the award winners from our fall show and sale  
“mad about art” which ran on nov 5th 2011.

award paintings - mad about art QuAliFyinG

award paintings - mad about art QuAliFyinG ctnd...

thomPson nicolA 
shuswAP chAPtEr
feb 2, 2012 
chapter general meeting
10:00 am – 3:00 pm
chase community hall, 547 shuswap, chase, bc 
(basement meeting room)
for more info contact cathie peters jb.peters@shaw.ca  
or deb swain deb_swain@yahoo.ca

mar 29, 2012 
chapter general meeting
10:00 am – 3:00 pm
yacht club, 1140 river street, kamloops, bc
for more info contact cathie peters jb.peters@shaw.ca  
or deb swain deb_swain@yahoo.ca

cAll For EntriEs
thompson nicola shuswap chapter 2012 open show
open juried exhibition or original paintings, prints and drawings
april 17 – 29, 2012 
open daily 10 – 5 pm, closes at 3:00 on last day
kamloops courthouse centre for the arts
100 seymour street, kamloops, bc

entry deadline feb. 22, 2012 
please e-mail entries to both deb_swain@yahoo.ca and 
jb.peters@shaw.ca using standard fca entry guidelines in 
regard to naming and size of images. thank you!

award winners  
from the 7th annual tns chapter show

the thompson nicola shuswap chapter held its 7th 
annual chapter show this fall open to our chapter’s active 
and signature members.  the show ran from september 
24 – october 2, 2011 at the kamloops courthouse centre 
for the arts.  we were thrilled with the number of entries 
and resulting quality of the show this year, one of our best 
chapter show’s to date!  here are this year’s award winners;  
gold- sharyn olfert – “summer view”, silver – debbie milner, 
afca –“heading in”, bronze- linda sawyer – “pear trio”.  
awards of excellence went to dale refern, afca-“canadian 
education system”, donna houston, afca- “golden 
splendor”, mavis smith –“spring rush”. thank you to all of 

our members, jurors, and executive for all your hard work to 
make this such a successful show!

cEntrAl oKAnAGAn 
chAPtEr
jan 1-mar 31, 2012
fca classic painting competition
produced by the central okanagan chapter, fca. to enter, visit 
www.centralokanaganfca.com.

dianne stewart party of four 
20” x 24”, Mixed Media, $925
hOnOurAble MenTiOn

Patti dyment the plank bridge 
12” x 16”, Oil, $700
hOnOurAble MenTiOn

Funmi connacher 
new york pizza 
Acrylic

dorothy sevcov 
embracing colour 
Mixed Media maureen walker AFcA 

through the grid 
dye on silk

Funmi connacher 
a day in coombs 
Acrylic

Gail johnson AFcA 
driftwood shores 
Acrylic

maureen walker AFcA 
sunlight on wings 
dye on silk

dawn heinemeyer 
beans, beans... 16” x 22”, watercolour, 
$595  FirsT PlACe

linda wilder 
peeking through 
16” x 20”, Acrylic, $880
seCOnd PlACe

sharon lynn williams 
elbow falls summer 
12” x 12”, Oil, $550
Third PlACe

sharyn olfert 
summer view 
GOld

donna houston AFcA 
golden splendor 
 

debbie milner AFcA 
heading in 
silver

dale redfern AFcA 
canadian 
education system 
AwArd OF 
exCellenCe

linda sawyer 
pear trio 
brOnze

mavis smith 
spring rush 
 

Adjustable, padded, canvas art protectors from

Masterpiece To Go
****** MasterpieceToGoPortfolios.ca

EACH COVER HOLDS 1 – 3 CANVASES IN  
LESS THAT 1 MINUTE!

SQUARE · RECTANGLE · OBLONG

Protect and Present your  
finished canvas art with  

‘Grab and Go’ style.

DEBRA BLADES 
604.852.1142 or 604.217.1142 | masterpiecetogo@shaw.ca
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70th Anniversary
octobEr 5 to novEmbEr 13

neil hamelin weeping willow
14” x 28”, Acrylic, $1495

susie cipolla 100 years of dreams
30” x 30”, Acrylic, $2070
FCA AwArd OF exCellenCe

michael beseau osprey 
15” x 17”, Pen and ink, $495 
FCA AwArd OF exCellenCe

Katharine dickinson charlotte 
14” x 11”, Oil, $2000
FCA seCOnd Prize AwArd

jay cabalu self portrait triptych 
36” x 36”, Acrylic, $600

Adam briggs vivid pearl 
22” x 28”, Oil, $1250
FCA seCOnd Prize eMerGinG ArTisTs CATeGOry

marlene wildeman burrard inlet
20” x 16”, Mixed Media, $300

barry rafuse AFcA camellias
36” x 36”, Acrylic, $1995
FCA Third Prize AwArd

Frank ducote woodward’s court
20” x 16”, digital Print, $400
Third Prize eMerGinG ArTisTs CATeGOry

nicoletta baumeister sweet ravages of time
22” x 30”, watercolour, $2800
FCA FirsT Prize AwArd

Andy mcKay short shift 
24” x 18”, Mixed Media, $600
FirsT Prize eMerGinG ArTisTs CATeGOry

susanne darius swinging blues 
36” x 48”, Oil, 2592
FirsT Prize MAry COnley AwArd

Still Life Show
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70th Anniversary – Opening Night A year-end message from our  
Executive Director
by bev rushworth

It has been a very busy year with 19 shows hung in the Federation Gallery. We welcomed a large crowd for our 70th Anniver-
sary Show reception. The very generous Alan Wylie, SFCA, donated a stunning painting called “Just Chillin’” for a raffle, the 
funds earned us $5000 which helped cover costs for our show and award presentations. The FCA participated with the Chinese 
Canadian Artists Federation in the 2nd Annual “Crossing Boundaries Show” which hung in their gallery this year. We spon-
sored four open juried shows: POTE, AIRS, Haiku Inspirations and the FCA 70th Anniversary Show. The final Gabriola Island 
workshop was held for the third successful year, and we thank all the friends we made at the beautiful Haven Resort. Thank 
you, to all the wonderful volunteers from Gabriola Island.  We are very excited about our next Island Workshop for 2012 to be 
held on Salt Spring Island.  

We had a very successful “Paintings By Numbers” event, which is our main fundraiser, based largely on the overwhelming 
generosity of the contributing artists who donated some of their best paintings to be used for this event. Mila and I are always 
amazed at the quality of the paintings that come in. We expect an equally good year for 2012, as it looks like all the tickets are 
spoken for.

The final show for this year will be hung for the Christmas Party, on Dec 8, 2011 and continue until December 24th. The FCA 
Spilsbury Medal Show, will cap our year with paintings from our signature members, AFCA and SFCA. We hope you will come 
celebrate with us.

 The first show to hang in the New Year will be paintings done by the students of our classes and workshops held this year. A 
fine representation of what the students have learned from our inspiring instructors. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to 
attend the reception to support this group emerging artists. 

The FCA is proud to welcome new supporting and active members. This year 11 members earned their AFCA signature status 
and 3 earned SFCA status. 

We had an addition to our staff this year, Cara Bain, who manages our website and coordinates news for the Art Avenue, as 
well as other duties. Volunteers, many of them new, have been so generous with their time and expertise; we have some very 
talented people helping us out in the gallery. A huge thank you to all! 

Our revenue has been down this year from the past year, and as a result, it has been necessary to cut expenses. We have done 
this, I think, with very little inconvenience to the delivery of service to the members.  Our classes and workshops have not had 
the enrolment that we enjoyed the year before and hopefully this will be a better year. Please email me with any request for an 
instructor or type of class that would interest you. The Education Committee want to serve you with your choices. 

We have added new on-line features to make things easier for the members. You can now register and pay online for your 
choice of courses in the education program, renew/new membership registration and show submissions. There have been some 
small glitches with this new system but these are being worked out as quickly and painlessly as possible. 

The media keeps telling us that the economy is very poor this past year; this seems to be reflected in our gallery sales. It seems 
people are being very careful with discretionary spending. Our gallery offers paintings in all sizes, mediums and prices, from 
you, the members. Paintings offer pleasure as well as an opportunity to increase in value. We can all promote the work of our 
fellow artists, and help the gallery, by inviting friends, co-workers and businesses you are affiliated with to make a visit to the 
gallery. We have promotional material that can be picked up at the Gallery or mailed out to anyone who is interested.

In closing I look forward to a year full of happy enthusiastic artists, so paint, paint, paint. Enter shows and take classes and 
workshops, develop your style and most of all enjoy your talent and creativity. So many would love to be able to do what you 
can do.

The Board of Directors and staff, Mila, Cara and Ted, join me in wishing you a Very Happy New Year!

Best Regards,

bev rushworth

Jay cabalu with his painting.

Jutta KaISER Sfca and alaN wylIE Sfca.

founding member aNNE SNEllGRovE, was our 
honoured guest. she has been an fca member 
since 1941!

fca staff member tEd fRaSER serves guests hors d’oeuvres.

aNdREw McdERMott Sfca with adaM bRIGGS, second place 
emerging artist winner, and a friend.

aNdREw McdERMott Sfca with emerging artist adaM bRIGGS, fca sfaff member 
cara bain, and some colleagues from the idea program at capilano university.
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Mail this portion of the form along with a cheque to 1241 Cartwright St. Vancouver, BC V3H 4B7 
Or register on-line at www.artists.ca or call 604-681-2744

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:                                                      Email Address:

❑ Non-Refundable Deposit 350.00                         Date:

❑ Full Payment $695                   ❑ before Feb. 28th $645                               Balance due May 31, 2012

woRkshoP fees:  

$695.00 includes HST - Early bird rate is $645.00 includes HST- save $50.00 if registering before February 28, 2012. 
Inquiries by email: fcaoffice@artists.ca

 
ReGistRAtion And PAyMents:

There is a $350.00 non-refundable deposit to validate the applicant’s registration.

 
CAnCellAtion PoliCy:

Cancellations before February 28 will be refunded 100% of their payment, minus the $350 non-refundable deposit. 
February 28 - June 30 will be refunded 50% of their payment, minus the $350 non-refundable deposit. 
No refunds after June 30.

by Phone: 604-681-2744

by MAil: Send in registration form with payment to

Federation of Canadian Artists 
1241 Cartwright Street, Vancouver V6H 4B7

online: Registration and full payment can be done online at www.artists.ca (Note: Online takes full payment only)

ACCoMModAtion

Accommodation is the responsibility of the participant.  Accommodation on Salt Spring is plentiful and can be booked on-
line, by email and by telephone.  Early booking of accommodation is strongly recommended as our dates coincide with the 
Salt Spring Fall Fair, one of the busiest weekends of the year.

For accommodation options go to http://saltspringtourism.com.  Also, some members of the Accommodations 
Group of Salt Spring Island are offering 10% discounts on a 6 night stay for our workshop.  Their web site is www.
saltspringaccommodation.ca.  Many accommodation providers also offer weekly rates should you decide to stay an extra 
night and take in some of the other attractions on the island.

About sAlt sPRinG

Information on what to do and see while on Salt Spring is available on the excellent web site of the Chamber of Commerce 
http://saltspringtourism.com.  Guidance on how to get to Salt Spring is also provided there.

For travel information, please visit www.bcferries.com.

Salt Spring Island Workshop
          September 11 - 17, 2012

FEDERATION 
of CANADIAN 
ARTISTS
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FixinG A 
drAwinG on 
cAnvAs
by david langevin

i recently did 
a complicated 
drawing on an 
acrylic primed 
canvas. i will 
be painting in 
acrylics but have 
noticed that prior 
to starting the 
drawing is already 

starting to smear. what can i put on as 
fixative to preserve the drawing? would the 
same fixative work for oils? i have been to 
the local art supply store and after reading 
all the labels, i am still no wiser! thanks so 

much for the advice. i really appreciate your 
columns as i’m sure do many other people. 

thank you, gloria

hi Gloria, 

Preparatory drawings on canvas or board, 
whether they are done in pencil or ink, do 
need to be fixed before you can start the 
painting.  some painters avoid this issue 
by simply sketching out their image with 
the paint.  but of course this isn’t practical 
for all painting styles.  All dye based ink 
markers will bleed, i use acrylic inks or india 
ink for these drawings on the gesso and they 
will not smudge easily or bleed once they 
are dry.  

i don’t know if the spray type fixatives in 
the art store would be of any use in this 
situation.  i have very little experience or 
information on these products.  Even if they 
did act as a fixative for the drawing i wonder 

how compatible they would be with the paint 
layers as they are not meant to be painted 
over, as a rule.  

i do know that pencil is simply graphite and 
it will smear when you rub it with a paint 
brush.  you can fix it before starting your 
acrylic painting by first applying a layer of 
acrylic medium, however.  the key is to apply 
a generous layer and spread it very lightly 
with a soft brush so as not to disturb the 
pencil drawing.  when the medium is dry, 
the drawing will be set and you can begin 
painting.  i have done this successfully many 
times. 

the same method would work for oils except 
that you would replace the acrylic medium 
for an oil one of course.  Adding color to 
this sizing layer that seals the drawing is an 
age old practice and this first glaze layer is 
called an “imprimatura”. 

Good luck, david

bEhind thE 

EAsEl

with Robert Genn, sfca

be your own 
best critic

Yesterday Michelle Lonsdale wrote, 
“I’m currently in my second year study-
ing Fine Arts at a University. I’m working 
on a research assignment investigating 
artists’ self-critiquing methods. What 
thoughts, beliefs or rituals do you use 
while critiquing your work?”

Thanks, Michelle. Your question is 
such a valuable one. With all the cur-
rent running off to get things juried and 
critiqued by others, self-critiquing might 
seem an unpopular sport. It isn’t. The 

acquired ability to self-critique is the fuse 
of great art and the silver bullet of the 
pros. While all artists work differently, 
here are a few thoughts: 

Quality develops when the artist and 
the critic are honed into a functioning co-
op within the same skull. The “ritual” is 
to pry the artist away from the critic. The 
artist can be flamboyant, egocentric and 
prejudiced. The critic needs to be patient, 
humble and strict. A split personality may 
be the price you have to pay to see your 
work through fresh, unsullied eyes. The 
operation doesn’t hurt--much.

Divorcing yourself from the precious-
ness of your efforts and seeing your work 
as it really is takes time and mileage. This 
means “alone time” in your working 
area. A valuable ploy is to constantly up-
grade and rethink standards of excellence. 
This is most often done through books 
and other media. This doesn’t mean your 
style will be influenced by the exposure, 
but rather you may improve by associa-
tion with those you admire. “You’re only 
as good as the company you keep,” goes 
the time-honoured expression. The mere 
act of holding onto great works or see-
ing them in museums magically transfers 
a sense of timelessness and creative soul. 
Fact is, you will not generally improve by 
misguided staring at your own efforts.

Not surprisingly, when you switch 
from creation mode to critique mode, you 
tend to lose the magic of inspiration and 

substitute a more pedestrian, mechanical 
approach. A checklist is valuable. In seri-
ous sobriety you need to write and fol-
low your own list. Right now I’m using 
a series of varying questions: Meaningful 
subject? Strong patterns? Middle tones? 
Interlocking gradations? General grada-
tions? Echoing shapes? Flowing design? 
Alluring counterpoint? Lost and found? 
Focal point? Big and small? Overall sim-
plicity? Complex shapes? Visual depth? 
Interesting surface? Arial perspective? 
Sophisticated colour? Natural believabil-
ity? Dramatic event? What could be? 

Critical intuition can also be enhanced 
by minor substance abuse. Cigars and 
Scotch have been my traditional choic-
es. Since giving up smoking I’ve begun 
to note the critical value of alcohol. “In 
vino veritas” (In wine there is truth), 
said Plato. More recently, I’ve been stalk-
ing errors by merely putting on another 
hat. Right now I’m using an Australian 
Akubra that makes me feel like an an-
tipodean crocodile wrestler. On and off it 
goes, sometimes several times an hour.

PS: “Think of and look at your work 
as though it were done by your enemy. If 
you look at it to admire it, you are lost.” 
(Samuel Butler) 

robert Genn writes a free twice-weekly 
email letter that goes out to artists all 
over the world. you can find out about it 
at www.painterskeys.com 

liFE drAwinG  
Artist tiP

Drawing from life is really key to be-
coming a better artist. To me it’s a basic 
fundamental that too often gets neglect-
ed. It’s like not knowing the words of a 
song before you sing it. 

When life drawing I prefer using a 
craft paper pad (only $6). It works re-
ally well with pastels, charcoal, conte, 
ink, and acrylics. I start with a few two 
and five minute poses to warm up and 
then work up to 10, 15, 20, and 30 min-
ute poses. If I am painting however, it 
is nice to have half the day to push the 
paint around.

 
andrew mcdermott, sfca

why tAKE A worKshoP? 
by susie cipolla, active member of the fca

I have been told by a number of people (friends, family and teachers) 
that I am not a very good listener. It is fortunate though that I am able 
to learn by observing, recording and doing. I started painting over two 
years ago and have taken an intense interest in trying to get “good” at 
it. By taking workshops and weekly classes on a regular basis over the 
last two years I am taking the first small steps to getting there.

Workshops for me have been like going back to school without the 
4 to 5 year full-time commitment. The huge variety of workshops of-
fered by the FCA and others have allowed me to pick and choose my 
artist-instructor, type of class or workshop, date, place and time. 

The beginner acrylics course with Janice Robertson was a great place 
to start. I took the course twice as I was a little slow to get the hang 
of it.  I have painted with Robert Genn SFCA, Alan Wylie SFCA, Mike 
Svob SFCA, Brian Atyeo, Andrew McDermott SFCA, Rick McDiarmid 
SFCA, Suzanne Northcott SFCA, David Langevin and many others. I 
have painted at beautiful resorts, on a boat (great food and company), 
in classrooms, plein air and I even drove a two thousand kilometer 
round trip for an excellent workshop in Alberta.

I have learned something valuable from every instructor I have met. 
The artist-instructors are a clever group of people with a vast array of 
knowledge to share. If you have the time and the resources to tap into 
that knowledge, go for it. If you feel the need to get out of your studio, 
meet new people and freshen up your work sign up for a course!

Susie Cipolla lives in Whistler and is an Active member and member at large with the Federation of Canadian Artists.
Please check our website (www.artists.ca/art_courses) regularly for updates on our classes and workshops.
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Exhibition cAlls

student sHow
January 10 – 22, 2012
reception: Thursday, January 12, 6:00pm to 8:00pm

*note: not A Juried sHow. oPen to ALL students wHo 
CoMPLeted An FCA Course in 2011.
$15 HAnging Fee. 
one or two subMissions Per student.
PAinting droP-oFF: JAnuAry 4-6

AbstrACt sHow
February 7 – 19, 2012
entry deAdLine: JAnuAry 5, 2012

LAndsCAPes
February 21 – March 9, 2012
entry deAdLine JAnuAry 26, 2012

suCCess!
March13 – April 1, 2012
APPLiCAtion For signAture stAtus due FebruAry 16.

Entry regulations and submissions online at www.artists.ca.

All submissions online. If you are having problems with the online 
system call Mila Kostic at 604-681-8534 or email us at fcagallery@
artists.ca.

Entry fees and number of submissions are defined for each show in 
the online submission process.

exHibition reguLAtions: Environmentally sensitive artwork, such 
as watercolour and pastel are required to be framed under glass 
or Plexi-glass. Artwork must be submitted with a conventional 
hanging device attached and the work must be framed or prepared 
in a professional way for display in the gallery. Unframed canvases 
must have all sides wrapped in canvas with no staples showing. The 
FCA reserves the right of refusal to hang any artwork that is deemed 
to be not suitably prepared. It is understood by the applicant of any 
show submission that the FCA abides by the Canadian Copyright 
laws and therefore all work must be declared to be the original 
work of the submitting artist. No artwork will be accepted that is 
found to be a copy or derivative of another artist’s work, nor can 
works produced in class or workshops be submitted. All paintings 
submitted and accepted into a juried show must be for sale in order 
to hang in the gallery. The gallery will take a 35% commission on 
all sales. Your HST number should be made available to the office. 
The FCA has limited insurance coverage, and while it is the priority 
to ensure the safety of paintings held in the gallery, the FCA cannot 
take responsibility for any damage or loss incurred during the time 
the work is in transit to or from the gallery or while in the gallery. 
Artists submitting work for exhibition in the gallery must agree to 
allow the FCA publishing privileges of that work.

Art clAssiFiEds
dEAdlinE: jAnuAry 24, 2012
rate for an advertisement .40 cents per word, business 
card - $100, 1/8 page - $120, banner 8w x 2h - $150, 
1/4 page - $160, 1/2 page $300, full page $600 
(black and white). full page colour - $800. to place a 
classified ad, please email artavenue@artists.ca.

dvds and cds for sale at federation gallery

richard nelson’s lessons cd and richard nelson in 
retrospect dvd
the cd features more than 200 pages of lessons, discoveries and 
ideas from the beloved teacher and the inventor of the tri-hue 
method. full copyright reserved. $38 each, taxes included. $70 for 
both. shipping and handling $5.00

picture this way dvds
watercolour & mixed media: painting demos by mike svob sfca 
and joyce kamikura sfca, or acrylic & oil: painting demos by 
robert genn sfca and alan wylie sfca. each video has two 30 
minute technique tutorials. full copyright reserved. $20 each, 
tax included. $40 for the hour-long video featuring all 4 artists. 
shipping and handling $5.00

jean pederson’s wet glazing watercolour portrait dvd
jean pederson’s gradual glazing process keeps portraits under control. 
you learn to build smooth facial contours with thin, deliberate layers 
of transparent paint. jean’s in-depth discussions of anatomy, lighting 
and color provide all the tools you’ll need to capture the nuances of 
the human face. $40, tax included. shipping and handling, $5.00

to purchase any of these dvds or cds, please phone  
604-681-2711, or email fcaoffice@artists.ca.

FEDERATiON 
GALLERY

dEc 2011 to FEb 2012

Spilsbury Medal Show
december 6 – 24

Student Show
january 10 – 22

Works on Paper
january 24 – february 5

Landscapes
february 21 – march 9

Spilsbury Medal
dEcEmbEr 6 to 24

dorset norwich-young AFcA wild places #4
48” x 24”, Acrylic, $3745

caroline hunter AFcA beyond blue
18” x 24”, Acrylic, $1800

jim mcFarland AFcA last light on the boundary country
20” x 36”, Acrylic, $1900

roberta combs sFcA times square
15” x 30”, Pastel, $3000  
FCA brOnze MedAl

janice robertson sFcA count the hour
20” x 24”, Acrylic, $2150
AwArd OF exCellenCe



Spilsbury Medal
Continued...

dEcEmbEr 6 to 24

donna houston AFcA standing guard 
36” x 48”, Acrylic, $4500

Anne Zeilinski sFcA november fields 
48” x 48”, Acrylic, $5400
FCA silver MedAl

margaret Elliot sFcA melrose iii
14” x 24”,watercolour and ink, $800
award of excellence

wai hin law sFcA to play chess
26” x 36”, watercolour, $9000
FCA GOld MedAl

shirley thomas AFcA winter glory
20” x 24”, $1100
AwArd OF exCellenCe


