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Lawren Stewart Harris, painter (born at Brantford, Ontario on 
October 23, 1885; died in Vancouver on January 29, 1970). 
Catalyst and leader in the creation of the Group of Seven, 
founding member and first president of the Canadian Group of 
Painters. 1st President of the Federation of Canadian Artists, 
BC Region in 1941, and the painter who influenced Jock 
MacDonald, and through him other Toronto painters, to paint 
abstractly. Harris had a profound influence on 3 generations of 
art in Canada.
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on tHe Cover | Lawren Harris
paInter  grouP oF seven

still life
September 6 to 18
-2-

airs
October 4 to 23
-10-

autumn salon
September 20 to October 2
-19-

Jill Charuk oranGe trIo 
30” x 24”, Acrylic, $1750
AwArd oF exCellenCe

Christine yurchuk paInt tops
8” x 11”, watercolour, $325
AwArd oF exCellenCe

melodie Douglas 
cLassIc Ford hood ornament 
24” x 18”, Acrylic, $800

veronica funk a settInG sun
6” x 8”, Acrylic on Panel, $150

norma Jackson GoLden trumpets
30” x 24”, Acrylic, $1500

Larry tillyer afCa red appLe and a cup
11” x 14”, Acrylic on Board, $350
FCA seCond Prize AwArd
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FCA Contacts

fCa Board of direCtors 2011/2012

President Andrew Mcdermott, sFCA mcdermottart@hotmail.com 604-222-4647

PAst President tatjana Mikov-Popovicki, sFCA tatjana-mp@shaw.ca 604-421-2769

1st VP Alfonso tejada atejada@shaw.ca 604-988-4801

2nd VP Marney rose edge, AFCA marneyroseedge@shaw.ca 604-525-0706

seCretAry elaine Chatwin kechatwin@shaw.ca 604-856-6399

treAsurer don Hodgins, AFCA don_hodgins@shaw.ca, 250-537-5406

CoMMuniCAtion CHAir Alfonso tejada atejada@shaw.ca 604-988-4801

CHAPter LiAison Marney rose edge, AFCA marneyroseedge@shaw.ca 604-525-0706

MeMbersHiP CHAir Michael King mrking@michaelking.ca 604-561-5998

stAndArds CHAir Gaye Adams, sFCA gayeadams@telus.net 250-675-2976

eduCAtion CHAir Angela Au Hemphill, sFCA andgie.hemphill@shaw.ca 604-521-5346

MeMber At LArGe susie Cipolla susiecipollaart@gmail.com 604-932-1880

Chapter ContaCts

ArrowsMitH Lisa danesin silverisle@shaw.ca 250-619-2508

CALGAry Kathy Hildebrandt khilde@shaw.ca 403-239-6127

CentrAL oKAnAGAn Jerry Markham info@jerrymarkham.com 250-558-0377

FrAser VALLey terry Leonard info@terryleonard.ca 604-870-9407

nAnAiMo rich williams richwilliamsstudio@shaw.ca 250-591-1325

nortH oKAnAGAn Gary whitley, AFCA glwithley@explornet.com 250-547-6449

PeACe riVer sandy troudt sdtroudt@gmail.com 250-785-3867

soutH oKAnAGAn/siMiLKAMeen  
 Kate Kimberley kimbokate@shaw.ca 250-492-4481

tHoMPson/niCoLA/sHuswAP   
 trish Armstrong-Gibson, AFCA trish1234@hotmail.com 250-523-6485 
 debbie Milner, AFCA debsart@telus.net 250-573-3779

ViCtoriA Agnes Cornell cagnes@telus.net 250-386-7858

west KootenAy barb Pistak mrmrpsi@telus.net 250-362-5436

staff & ContaCts

exeCutiVe direCtor bev rushworth fcaoffice@artists.ca 604-681-2744

GALLery direCtor  Mila Kostic fcagallery@artists.ca 604-681-8534

CoMMuniCAtions CoordinAtor  
 Cara bain artavenue@artists.ca 604 681 2744 

VoLunteer CoordinAtor 
 Joyce Freer joyce.freer@firthgroup.com 604-220-7636

Opus Art Supplies • Resources for the Creative Individual
Serving you with six BC locations and a national mail order service.
Shop online at opusartsupplies.com or by phone at 1-800-663-6953.

ArtogrAph  
LED200 DigitAL projEctor 
Designed specifically for artists, this projector displays 
digital images and videos on your surface and 
projects images from 15" to 80" across. Use the grid 
overlays option for accurate scale and perspective. 
converts your image to B&W in one step. 

DAyLight tripLE 
Bright LAmp
if you need maximum light, look no 
further. This lamp features three energy 
saving tubes to illuminate wide work 
areas with bright, pure white light .

BESt LyptUS  
SANtE FE ii EASEL
This sturdy double-masted h-Frame 
easel is great for large work with its 
marine style winch which raises and 
lowers. Extends to 129" x 24" x 30".
Assembly required.

Get your studio in shape with the most important tools of the trade. 
From daylight lamps to state of the art easels, we have it all at Opus. 

What's on Sale - November 1-23, 2011 
Winsor and Newton Artists' Oils and Oil Brushes • Daniel Smith 
Extra Fine Watercolours • Opus Exhibition Canvas • New! Champlain 
Plein Air Frames • and much more! Find these items and more at 
opusartsupplies.com and at your favourite opus location.

SALE pricE 

$725.00 
reg 785.00

opUS pricE 

$164.40 

opUS pricE 

$994.20 

Sale prices in effect November 1 - 23 2011

Dream Studioart avenue
a Federation of Canadian  

Artists Publication

editors: bev rushworth & Cara bain

Advertising: bev rushworth

Layout/design: sonia bishop

Proofreading: bev rushworth

Printer: bond repro

issue: november/december 2011

Art Avenue is published 6 times per year.

submIssIon and advertIsInG 
InFormatIon Is avaILabLe on our 

websIte www.artIsts.ca or by 
caLLInG 604-681-2744

next editorial submission deadline: 
deCeMBer 1, 2011

1241 Cartwright street, 

vancouver, bC v6H 4b7

gallery: 604-681-8534

office: 604-681-2744

fax: 604-681-2740

www.artists.Ca

email: artavenue@artists.ca
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In the news
 
marney Ward sfCa will be featured in the october/
november issue of International artist magazine, in 
the still Life and Floral competition. 

trophy named after errington artist, dan Gray
the first place trophy at the steveston Grand prix of 
art this year has been rededicated as the ‘Gray cup’ 
after d. F. Gray, the inaugural winner from 2010, 
for his dedication to plein air painting in british 
columbia.  the trophy is given to the winner of the 
plein air event modelled after the Grand prix d’ art 
held in qualicum beach, to hold for a year, then the 
winner’s name goes on the trophy which will be up for 
grabs the next year.  

65 artists competed on september 17 painting along 
the waterfront and downtown steveston. the winner 
for 2011 was kerry erickson. the plans for next year 
include a circuit of events on vancouver Island and 
the mainland and the trophy to go to the champion 
determined by a point system. dan is hoping that we do not have a repeat of the ‘other cup’ 
riots we have just come through!  dan has an exhibit of pastels painted plein air during 
the 2011 herring spawn on now until october 8th at the old school house arts centre in 
qualicum beach.

Christine Camilleri is pleased to announce she 
has received her signature status with pastel artists 
canada.

new 
members

British ColumBia

Lower maInLand
Eileen Harder Coquitlam

Catherine Janusz North Vancouver

Debbie Halyk Coquitlam

Eileen Mackenzie Burnaby

Michiko Egawa Vancouver

Anita Baker Surrey

Sheryl Walker Surrey

Helen Ruddell Fort St. John

vancouver IsLand 
& GuLF IsLand & 
sunshIne coast
Kathleen McPhail Victoria

Jaya Malaviarachchi Victoria

Darlene Young Victoria

Lynda Colbeck Nanaimo

thompson-okanaGan
Frank Lively Kamloops

David Gourlay Kelowna

Vallee Leyden Kelowna

Jeannette Ardern Kamloops

Ann Diehl Kamloops

Linda Franklinn Tappen

Dawn Renee Matheson Naramata

Kirsten Chapman Blind Bay

alBerta
Dan Arberry Clairmont

Carmen Miller Calgary

Jean Whitley Calgary

Jennifer Blair Calgary

Anne McGilvery Calgary

ontario
Jaan Teng Peterborough

Current Exhibitions
 
Kathleen susan younG has 
a solo show “From my sketch 
book” at the creative Framing 
company in vancouver from 
november 19 to december 
24, 2011.  opening reception:  
november 19, 1 pm – 4 pm.

alda saunders displayed her 
“arizona studies,” at art 10 Gallery, north town centre, nanaimo in 
september, 2011. (see images below)

Judi pedder has been invited 
to show her work at the Gallery 
@ qualicum art supply in 
qualicum beach, vancouver 
Island from november 14, 
2011 to February 20, 2012 
at the request of the gallery 
Judi will show her flowers on 
masa paper on canvas - a 
technique she developed.
www.judipedder.com

Jim Walsh is having a solo exhibit of landscape 
paintings at the kay meek centre in west vancouver 
from december until early January.
“my acrylic painting “dock” has been selected to 
be shown in the sidney Fine art show, a world-
class juried art show featuring work by artists 
primarily from around british columbia.  It is a show for serious 
artists and patrons of the arts.”
the exhibition is held at 
wInspear centre, sidney, vancouver Island
opening celebration is thursday october 13, 7 -9 pm. 
the balance of this exhibition is open Friday october 14 and 
saturday, october 15, open  9 am – 9pm, sunday october 16 from 
9 – 5pm.

tatJana mirKov-popoviCKi, sfCa will have a solo exhibition of 
Landscape paintings in Lando Gallery in edmonton from november 
12 to 26 (reception on november 19). tatjana’s web site address is 
www.mirkov-popovicki.com

Message from the 
President
by andrew mcdermott sFca

I hope everyone has had a great 2011 and enjoyed their art 
making.    

As many of you know it’s a special year for us at the FCA, 
because it’s our 70th anniversary year. To celebrate we held a 
special 70th anniversary show in which we integrated an extra 
Student/Emerging Artist category, with its own set of awards.

 I would like to remind everyone how important it is for us 
to pay our membership dues; we depend on these to run our 
organization. Remember that the FCA is owned by each one of 
you. Let’s continue building and make the Federation flourish 
well into the next 70 years. I also urge and ask you to kindly 
think about giving a donation. Even if each of our members 
gave $1 we could raise a substantial amount for awards that 
attract emerging artists and art students to our organization.  
We all need to think ahead and remember how important it is 
to pass this wonderful organization to a future generation of 
artists.  It’s a blessing to have art in our lives and to have the 
honour of sharing it with other artists and our communities.
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Chapter Events 
Calendar

viCtoria CHapter
upcomInG meetInGs: all meetings are held at the windsor 
park pavilion in oak bay, 7-9pm on thursday evenings, usually 
the third thursday of the month.

nov 17, 2011
harold allanson sFca will demonstrate “boats and reflections” 
in watercolour.

dec 15, 2011
christmas potluck and small painting exchange 

nov 11-14, 2011
FaLL workshop: harold allanson sFca will be giving a 
4-day workshop on “techniques to create realistic cityscapes 
in watercolour.” cost is $360 for Fca members and $380 for 
non-members, lunch included. held at saanich Fairgrounds on 
stellys road. For more info contact sam@samboehner.com .

sept 30, 2011
FaLL eXhIbItIon:

our Fall exhibition 
will be at the 
morris Gallery, 428 
burnside rd. e, 
on alpha, for the 
month of october. 
drop-off for jurying 
is tuesday sept. 
27th at the Gallery. 
opening reception 
is the evening of 
Friday sept. 30. 

the victoria chapter’s 70th anniversary exhibition at morris 
Gallery got coverage on ctv vancouver Island’s news hour and 
also had a video of the opening reception taken by efren quiroz 
at exhibit-v.ca. to view the video go to: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=sx1q8thFsmy

awarDs of exCeLLenCe          HonourabLe mentions

CaLgary CHapter
nov 15, 2011 
(3rd tuesday oF month)
chapter meeting, 7 pm  haysboro community centre
1204 89 avenue sw, calgary.  all welcome.

Jan 17, 2012 
(3rd tuesday oF month)
chapter meeting, 7 pm  haysboro community centre
1204 89 avenue sw, calgary.  all welcome.

nov 19 & 20, 2011
workshop:  
rIck berG - “the essence oF LIGht” – crossFIeLd
For more information on our workshops please check our 

website (fcacalgary.ca) or contact:  
tami hort (403) 668-4118, tamigvh@yahoo.com

chapter award wInners
also here are the award winners from our 30th anniversary 
exhibition and sale “a 30 year Journey in art” exhibition and 
sale which ran on september 16th to 18th.

award paIntInGs - a 30 year Journey In art
QuaLifying

tHompson niCoLa 
sHuswap CHapter
nov 17, 2011 
chapter GeneraL meetInG FeaturInG acryLIcs demo 
by donna houston
10:00 am – 4:00 pm yacht club, 1140 river street, kamloops, bc
For more info contact cathie peters jb.peters@shaw.ca or deb 
swain deb_swain@yahoo.ca

Feb 2, 2012 
chapter GeneraL meetInG
10:00 am – 3:00 pm
chase community hall, 547 shuswap, chase, bc 
(basement meeting room)
For more info contact cathie peters jb.peters@shaw.ca or deb 
swain deb_swain@yahoo.ca

CaLL for entries
thompson nIcoLa shuswap chapter 2012 open show
open Juried exhibition or original paintings, prints and drawings
april 17 – 29, 2012
open daily 10 – 5 pm, closes at 3:00 on last day
kamloops courthouse centre for the arts
100 seymour street, kamloops, bc

entry deadline Feb. 22, 2012 
watch the tns chapter website and next art avenue for 
submission entry details.

arrowsmitH CHapter
oct 11-nov 5, 2011
FaLL JurIed show
the old school house arts centre, qualicum beach, bc

awarDs of exCeLLenCe

June 13-27, 2011
summer JurIed show  
the old school house arts center, qualicum beach, bc

awarDs of exCeLLenCe
(Pictured to left)

HonourabLe mentions

phillipa Hudson  
coLours oF arbutus  
18” x 24”, Acrylic, $1095

Kristi bridgeman 
medItatIon In bLue and GoLd 
25” x 26”, Mixed Media, $1200

araqueL ed patrIa  
24” x 30”, oil, $2500

Lisa Danesin skyLIGht no.3  
36” x 36”, Acrylic, $1200

Leslie gregory commander
28” x 16”, Mixed Media, $1200

Laura Hilts 
soLoman’s seaL
24” x 30”, Acrylic, $800

patt scrivener red hot 
and cooL bLue 3
20” x 20”, encaustic, 
$500

allan Dunfield an aFternoon 
marsh 16” x 20”, Acrylic, $900

 sandhu singh dry docks 
16” x 20”, watercolour, $650 Dawn Heinemeyer 

everyday ordInary 
20” x 12”, watercolour, $795

Kathy Hildebrandt 
From soup 2 nut 
16” x 20”, Pastel, $895

tami Hort tonsILs 
11” x 14”, Pastel, $450

Deborah Daffe pears 
14” x 28”, Acrylic, $575

allan Dunfield quIet pLace 
11”x14”, Acrylic, $600

Leslie gregory sou’wester 
12” x 19”, Mixed, $675

Lisa riehl a pLace oF wIsdom 
40” x 30”, Acrylic, $1895

sandy terry  
maGnoLIa pIrouette 
30” x 40”, Acrylic, Mixed, $1400

marilyn Cooney aFca - 
reflection of Life,12”x12”, dye 
on silk, $450

Leslie gregory - Guiding Light, 
20”x16”, mixed, $975

thea Kovach - prairie parallax, 
9”x14”, watercolour and ink, 
$350

Donna mcDonnell - stained 
Glass window, 15”x16”, 
pastel, $900

ros ross - contemplation, 
16”x20” - oil - $400

Jacqueline smith - the quiet 
place, 20”x16”, collage mixed, 
$400
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AIRS
oCtober 4 to 23

mark Heine swIFtsure breeze
36” x 60”, oil, $7300

marko Lubonic sprInG oncorhynchus mykIss
36” x 30”, oil, $2500

wolf schenke bromLey rock-sImILkameen rIver 
12” x 16”, Acrylic, sold

sandhu varinder singh chIna town, vIctorIa, bc 
10” x 13”, watercolour, $750

annie tsai behInd you 
22” x 30”, watercolour, $650

si pei teng toFIno dInner
10” x 10”, oil, $600

Karen martin sampson  
to teLL a story
40” x 16”, oil, $1950
Best FigurAtive/PortrAit  
Anne HudeC AwArd

Leanne m Christie  
monday aFternoon
48” x 24”, oil, $1800
Best lAndsCAPe AwArd

xiwen Chen LIFe In water
24” x 36”, oil, sold
eMerging Artist AwArd

sherry L mitchell sfCa vanILLa LeaF
20” x 28”, watercolour, $6500
Best still liFe AwArd

Harold allanson sfCa haLIbut catcher 
26.5” x 36.5”, watercolour, $5500
FCA grAnd Prize AwArd

Claudia segovia twohead dodo
25” x 49”, Mixed Media, sold
still liFe AwArd oF exCellenCe
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AIRS – Award Winners

Mila Kostic – Gallery Director,  
Bev Rushworth – Executive Director,  
and Andrew McDermott – President  
give the AIRS award winners their prizes.

the airs 2011 aWard Winners 
Were:

Harold Allanson SFCA  
(FCA Grand Prize) 

Karen Martin Sampson (Anne 
Hudec Figurative Award)

Leanne Christie  
(Best Landscape Award)

Sherry Mitchell SFCA  
(Best Still Life Award)

Mark Heine  
(Figurative Award of Excellence)

Ken Nash  
(Landscape Award of Excellence)

Claudia Segovia  
(Still Life Award of Excellence)

Xiwen Chen  
(Emerging Artist Award)
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1941 –2011fCa HigHLigHts of tHe DeCaDes
Highlights were gathered from the archives compiled by  
historian, Ellen Poole. 

BeGinninGs
The Federation of Canadian Artists was founded as a 
result of the Arts Conference in Kingston, Ontario in 
1941. It was to be a national organization that aimed 
to advance the growth of Canadian culture and provide 
recognition and professional standing of practicing 
artists in the community of each region of the country.  
The membership was open to practitioners of paint-
ing, sculpture, architecture, graphic arts, designing and 
instruction.

The Council appointed heads of each region across 
Canada to advance the arts nationwide.

The first Chairman of the British Colombia Region of 
the FCA was Lawren Harris, a founding member of our 
famous Canadian Group of Seven, whose paintings of the Canadian wilderness had been a strong influence on Canadian art. 
The Group of Seven lasted for around 11 years until 1932. Then 28 painters from across Canada formed the Canadian Group 
of Painters. The membership included many members of the Group of Seven, as well as Emily Carr.  Lawren Harris together 
with Dr. James MacCallum, built the Studio Building in the Rosedale to serve as a meeting and working place for the new 
Canadian art movement.

The first meeting of the FCA, British Columbia Region was held in June 1942, with 23 
members at the Vancouver Art Gallery. By December 1942 there were 81 members.  The 
National Executive Council was led by Andre Bieler.  

In 1944 the honourable Mark Kearley assembled a small committee to create a Vancou-
ver Island Branch of the FCA. Before long this group became the largest in Canada with 
the support of more than 300 members. In 1945 under the guiding hand of Mr. Kearley, 
the Art Gallery called The Little Centre opened on Yates Street.

The resurgence in the 1950’s in Vancouver began with the introduction of new pro-
grams including the Children’s Painting in the Park program in 1952.  In the 1960’s the 
program flourished and spread to other parks of BC and beyond. It served an average of 
a thousand children a year with painting instruction in the months of July and August. 
The art supplies were donated by the FCA. In 1978 this programming was handed over 
to the individual communities with the blessing of the FCA.

The FCA was an integral contributor to the formation of the Canada Council for the Arts, 
created as a national arm’s length agency by an Act of Parliament in 1957. 

fCa hiGhliGhts, throuGh the deCades (1941 to 2011)
1943  Travelling Exhibition for the FCA BC Region was inaugurated, touring smaller centres of the province. The event 

started in a modest way and grew beyond the capacity of the FCA to support. Representations were made to the 
Provincial Government who provided a grant to extend this work by the Vancouver Art Gallery, with the assistance 
of an FCA selection committee.

1945  The Canadian Arts Council was formed with professional societies of artists. The Massey Commission held hearings 
across the country over two years to explore, discuss and submit points they wished to present for consideration in the 
national brief. The Royal Commissioners admitted the FCA was instrumental in producing a large number of briefs that 
made hearings for the Massey Commission the most significant event that had yet occurred in Canada’s cultural life. 

1947    Membership totalled 640, 120 of which were BC residents.

1950’s  Board meetings were held in the Vancouver Art Gallery. Amongst 
the attendants was prominent BC artist, Jack Shadboldt who was 
an FCA board member. In 1952, he motioned to send a letter to 
the CBC radio recommending they include a discussion called 
“What is Modern Art?”

1960  Travelling Exhibition, showing art exhibits in the many 
communities within Western Canada

1963  A committee formed of prominent BC and Alberta artist to assist 
any new regions who wished to create chapters in smaller towns. 

1965  Fifth Annual Exhibition held in the Woodward’s Oakridge 
Auditorium for a week featuring painting, sculpture, ceramics and 
contemporary textiles.

1960’s  Vancouver and the Calgary chapter registered under the Provincial and Federal Not-for-profit Society Act. At this 
point there were few branches across Canada and Vancouver emerged as the national headquarters.

1958– 1976  The FCA received an annual grant from Government of Canada of $7000 per year.

1970’s  The FCA hosted more travelling exhibitions, some extending as far as Eastern Canada and the USA.

1978  Studio and headquarters established on 367 Water Street in Gastown.

1980  Summer Workshops on Salt Spring and in Victoria began in 1980, continuing for 15 years.

1986  During Expo 86 the FCA had a joint exhibition with the Royal Institute of Painters and Watercolours from Britain 
including one work by Prince Charles.

1989   Jeane Duffey curated an FCA exhibition of 100 paintings by internationally recognized artists from New Zealand, 
Mexico, America, Australia and Canada shown in Vancouver and elsewhere.

1993   Under Jeane Duffey the FCA successfully persuaded Canada Mortgage and Housing to allow the FCA to take 
possession of a gallery space on Granville Island. The grand opening was held in 1994.

1993   Rick McDairmid outlined his vision for an ongoing workshop to start in January. It was to open with a drawing 
course together with four other basics courses and would lead to an Art Foundation Diploma. To start this 
initiative, Rick, Alan Wylie and the Executive Director planned the educational program, which was soon launched 
was a great success. 

Article from the Province newspaper, February 
10, 1945 about the FCA as a major contributing 
force in forming the Arts Council of Canada as 
well as their grants program.

Group of seven, toronto, c. 1920 - Founding Members of the FCA included - F.H. Varley,  
A.y. Jackson, Lawren Harris, F.H. Johnston, Arthur Lismer and J.e.H. Macdonald.

First gathering of the Conference of Canadian Artists, Kingston, on, 1941

Lawren Harris, old stump, Lake superior
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oiL priming
by davId LanGevIn

Hello David,

Is it worthwhile 
to apply lead 
white oil 
ground to sized 
hardboard 
(masonite), or 
would it be 
better to use 

the lead ground on canvas? I do have 
some spare boards available, but didn’t 
know if the end product is good, or as 
good as the quality of canvas w/lead 
ground.  And what drying time would I 
allow between the lead ground coats on 
hardboard?  And what drying time would 
I allow between the lead ground coats on 
canvas?  Should I size the back side of the 
hardboard as well?

Thanks!  Sara 

Hi sara, 

i would use acrylic gesso on the hardboard 

and save the lead white ground for the 
canvas, and you don’t need to size the back 
of the panel, though it may help to keep 
it from warping too much.  if you find the 
acrylic gesso too absorbent for the oil paint 
you can apply a size layer or “imprimatura”, 
made of alkyd medium and some color.  

wait a day or two before applying a second 
coat of lead primer on the canvas.  make 
sure that your canvas is properly sized before 
you apply the oil primer though, use a pva 
primer, golden’s gaC 100 medium, or good 
even good old fashioned animal hide glue 
(rabbit skin glue) if you must, otherwise 
the oil paint will ‘eat’ your canvas (cause it 
to rot and break down) in a few short years.  

Have fun!  David

as i mentioned in a previous article, and 
it is worth repeating, the golden acrylics 
company has formulated special mediums 
(gaC 100 and gaC 400) that are ideal for 
preparing cotton canvas for oil paintings.  you 
can even modify an already primed canvas 
to create a very durable painting surface for 
oils. no more need to use the traditional 
linen canvas with rabbit skin glue size and 
Lead white ground. read on.  

Hi David,

I just read your article regarding 
preparing canvases for oils and wanted 
to be sure that I understand fully before 
applying the Golden GAC 100 & 400 
to my canvas as I just purchased a large 
canvas that I don’t want to ruin...and I 
use regular oil paint, not water soluble.

The canvas is pre-gessoed by Classic 
Gallery.  So my understanding is that I 
apply GAC 400 direct to the back of the 
canvas to stiffen it.  Do I use it straight 
from the bottle or thin it a little?  Then 
I coat the front of the canvas (over the 
initial gesso) with two coats of GAC 100, 
then I re-gesso.  
Is this good?  

Sandy

that is correct sandy, and yes you can add a 
little water, up to about 20% by volume, to 
the gaC mediums if you like. 

David

paintings by numbeRs
thank you to everyone who attended our paintings by numbers fundraiser! It was a great success!

beHinD tHe 

easeL

with Robert Genn, sfca

the busIness 
oF seLLInG art
Recently I met with five of the 17 million 
artists who currently need to sell more of 
their art. 

Two of my visitors came originally from 
a sales background. Two were students 
at Emily Carr and disliked the subject of 
selling but were eager to get on with it. 
The other one had read a lot and taken 
courses--online, on the phone and in 

person. These courses included art mar-
keting, eBay sales, art blogging, selling 
yourself and your art, the business of art, 
licensing art, portfolio building, CV writ-
ing, direct selling without a gallery, use 
of art consultants, corporate art sales, 
generating buzz and PR, working with 
museums, art fairs and biennales, Tweet-
ing and Facebooking, finding private 
patrons, approaching and developing 
relationships with commercial galleries.

This lady was a walking encyclopedia 
of art entrepreneurship who hadn’t sold 
one of her paintings in seven months. We 
could’ve spent the whole evening listen-
ing to her.

All of them felt selling was key to a happy 
life. They thought more cash flow would 
probably make more creativity flow.

I quoted an old friend: “Paintings are 
sold when they’re painted, not when 
they’re sold.” This brought out some 
shouting. My thought was that all the 
suits on Madison Avenue couldn’t sell 
substandard art. It was pointed out to 
me that a sliced cow with enough bull 
will get someone to call it art and an-
other to pay for it. 

One of the sales guys put in that he had 
sold used cars that weren’t going to run 

more than a couple of blocks, and that 
he felt bad about it. Everybody agreed 
it’s best to feel good. The other sales guy 
let it drop that he had more paintings 
than the Louvre. He said he had made 
them, they were good paintings and ev-
erybody, including his wife, thought they 
were good paintings, and he was entitled 
to sell them.

Everyone left with more questions than 
they brought. Which is better--feeling 
good or getting good? Should I be in 
school? Should I take workshops? Should 
I take a course in art marketing?

“Take it easy,” I put in. “Why not just 
take the time to make what you think is 
better art?” With all the talk about mar-
keting I wasn’t even sure painting was 
worth mentioning. “A conversation,” 
said Ambrose Bierce, “is a vocal compe-
tition in which the one who is catching 
his breath is called the listener.” I cleaned 
up my studio. It’s a nice quiet place.

PS: “Money is better than poverty, if only 
for financial reasons.” (Woody Allen) 

 
robert genn writes a free twice-weekly 
email letter that goes out to artists all 
over the world. You can find out about it 
at www.painterskeys.com 

2000  The Millenium Project exhibition called Aim for the Arts 
and became established, giving out over $50 000 worth of 
prizes. This exhibition later birthed what we now know as 
Painting on the Edge.

2002  The FCA worked together with the Consulate of the 
Republic of Korea to produce an exhibition of 58 artists 
(22 Korean and 36 FCA members from rural and urban 
areas across Canada).

2010  Capturing the Canadian Spirit was an exhibition with 141 
paintings that was focussed around the 2010 Olympic 
Games. The Federation Gallery had around 400 visitors 
per day at this exhibition and the gallery hours were 
extended until 10pm each night for the duration of the 
two week celebration on Granville Island.

2010  The FCA collaborated with the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
by donating a collage of 65 small paintings on a panel that 
is now hanging at the entrance to Children’s Hospital in 
Vancouver. 

2011  The 70th Anniversary Show celebrating the FCA’s history of promoting artists and including a special category for 
student and emerging artists was held at the Federation Gallery. 

the fCa today:
membership has flourished in the last decade and 
now the Fca has 11 chapters and almost 2000 
members (531 supporting, 1227 active, 120 aFca, 
and 49 sFca). the Federation Gallery receives up to 
9000 visitors a month (in summer months) and had 
nineteen exhibitions in 2011, including three open 
international shows and a collaborative exhibition 
with the chinese canadian artists Federation. we 
also host an elaborate education program, including 
a yearly week long workshop package on Gabriola 
Island. In 2012 this Island workshop will take place 
on saltspring Island. In the next decade we would 
like our educational programs to extend beyond the 
lower mainland. most importantly the Fca would like 
to encourage and attract a new generation of youthful 
membership that will carry the Fca to new heights.
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exHibition CaLLs

sPiLsbury MedAL sHow – AnnuAL 
siGnAture MeMbers sHow
december 6 – 24, 2011
entry deAdLine: noVeMber 11, 2011

student sHow
January 10 – 22, 2012
*note: not A Juried sHow. oPen to ALL students wHo 
CoMPLeted An FCA Course in 2011.
$15 HAnGinG Fee. 
one or two subMissions Per student.
PAintinG droP-oFF: JAnuAry 4-6

worKs on PAPer
January 24 – February 5, 2012
entry deAdLine deCeMber 1, 2011
oPen to ACtiVe And siGnAture MeMbers.

Entry regulations and submissions online at www.artists.ca.

For any questions on submissions or if you are having problems 

with the online system call:

Mila Kostic, Gallery Director at 604-681-8534

iMAGes: Please name your jpg as follows: Last Name, First Name, 
Title, Size, Medium, Price.

exAMPLe: Smith, Joe, After the Rain, 12 x 18, acrylic, $400.00.

entry ForMs And Fees: Submission of up to 3 images per person 
for a non-refundable fee of $25 for members and $30 for  
non-members.

exHibition reGuLAtions: Environmentally sensitive artwork, such 
as watercolour and pastel are required to be framed under glass 
or Plexi-glass. Artwork must be submitted with a conventional 
hanging device attached and the work must be framed or prepared 
in a professional way for display in the gallery. Unframed canvases 
must have all sides wrapped in canvas with no staples showing. The 
FCA reserves the right of refusal to hang any artwork that is deemed 
to be not suitably prepared. It is understood by the applicant of any 
show submission that the FCA abides by the Canadian Copyright 
laws and therefore all work must be declared to be the original 
work of the submitting artist. No artwork will be accepted that is 
found to be a copy or derivative of another artist’s work, nor can 
works produced in class or workshops be submitted. All paintings 
submitted and accepted into a juried show must be for sale in order 
to hang in the gallery. The gallery will take a 35% commission on 
all sales. Your HST number should be made available to the office. 
The FCA has limited insurance coverage, and while it is the priority 
to ensure the safety of paintings held in the gallery, the FCA cannot 
take responsibility for any damage or loss incurred during the time 
the work is in transit to or from the gallery or while in the gallery. 
Artists submitting work for exhibition in the gallery must agree to 
allow the FCA publishing privileges of that work.

art CLassifieDs
deadLIne: auGust 5, 2011
classified ad rates - the rate for classified ad rates 
place in art avenue will be 40 cents per word no hst, 
per issue, starting with the July/august 2011 issue. 
there is a 100 word maximum. to place a classified 
ad, please email artavenue@artists.ca.

dvds and cds For saLe at FederatIon GaLLery

rIchard neLson’s Lessons cd and rIchard neLson In 
retrospect dvd
the cd features more than 200 pages of lessons, discoveries and 
ideas from the beloved teacher and the inventor of the tri-hue 
method. Full copyright reserved. $38 each, taxes included. $70 for 
both. shipping and handling $5.00

pIcture thIs way dvds
watercolour & mixed media: painting demos by mike svob sFca 
and Joyce kamikura sFca, or acrylic & oil: painting demos by 
robert Genn sFca and alan wylie sFca. each video has two 30 
minute technique tutorials. Full copyright reserved. $20 each, 
tax included. $40 for the hour-long video featuring all 4 artists. 
shipping and handling $5.00

Jean pederson’s wet GLazInG watercoLour portraIt dvd
Jean pederson’s gradual glazing process keeps portraits under control. 
you learn to build smooth facial contours with thin, deliberate layers 
of transparent paint. Jean’s in-depth discussions of anatomy, lighting 
and color provide all the tools you’ll need to capture the nuances of 
the human face. $40, tax included. shipping and handling, $5.00

to purchase any of these dvds or cds, please phone 604-681-
8534, or visit Federation Gallery.

FEDERATION 
GALLERY
oCt to DeC 2011

70th Anniversary FCA Show
october 25 – november 13

Small, Smaller, Smallest
november 15 – december 4

Spilsbury Medal Show
december 6 – 24

FCA Christmas Party!
december 8, 6 – 9pm

Autumn Salon
september 20 to oCtober 2

Denise Cormier mahoney 
sIsterInG, reLatIonshIps that sustaIn us
42” x 26”, Acrylic & lino Block, $1800

tetiana Zakharova ray oF LIGht
36” X 48”, oIL, $2700

nancy Dean Fantasy IsLand
24” x 30”, Acrylic, $850

enda bardell Last LIGht    
10”x 14”, watercolour, $450

Christine yurchuk FIre bIrch
12” x 24”, Acrylic, $375

Lucy Collings afCa vIsta
16” x 20”, Acrylic, $650



Autumn Salon
Continued...

sept 20 to oCt 2

eileen fong arbutus trees by the shore
24” x 18”, Acrylic, $750

alison watt heLIconIas 
48” x 36”, Acrylic, $1200
FCA seCond Prize AwArd

bob araki afCa autumn coLour #2
22” x 33”, oil, $700

eileen Harder aFter the raIn
24” x 30”, Pastel, $850

susie Cipolla part oF the Landscape
24” x 30”, Acrylic, $1800


