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cAnvAs unbound
february 20 to march 4, 2018

retro online exhibition
february 1 to april 30, 2018

Honourable Mention: 
Fran alexander, aFca 
On Thin Ice 
acrylic on canvas, 12" x 18"

Honourable Mention: 
leiF-kristian Freed 
Fruit of the garden
mixed media on canvas
24" x 30"

Honourable Mention: 
William liao, aFca 
Light and Fog 
oil on canvas, 12" x 12"

Honourable Mention: 
deri russell  
Pulling the Energy 
acrylic on canvas, 16" x 20"

Honourable Mention: 
don Hodgins 
Anticipation c 1945 
watercolour on paper, 22" x 22"

Honourable Mention: 
denise Paluck 
Vintage NYC Subway Engine 
acrylic on canvas, 24" x 24"

Honourable Mention: 
Frieda martin 
Handle With Care 
pen & ink, watercolour on 
canvas, 16" x 20"

2nd place: 
graHam BiBBy Ridge
oil on canvas, 32" x 24"

1st place: 
steve HePBurn Stacked Blocks
oil on canvas, 16" x 20"

3rd place: 
Helena maizlin Theater
oil on canvas, 46" x 16"

1st place: 
laara cassells 
Sheridan and Paul Wayland Bartlett after Charles Sprague Pearce
acrylic on canvas dibond panel, 36" x 45"

2nd place: 
katHy HildeBrandt 
Blast From the Past
pastel, 14" x 24"

3rd place: 
sue miller Backstreets
oil on canvas, 24" x 24"
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2018 Abstracted: 
margriet Hogue, Back Alley Blues 

2018 Canvas Unbound: 
Fran alexander, aFca, On Thin Ice

Perry Haddock, sFca, Evening Waves, acrylic, 24" x 30"

2018 Bloom!:  
louise nicholson, aFca  
Late Bloomers 

2018 Retro Online Exhibition: 
denise Paluck, Vintage NYC Subway Engine

on the cover
1St PlACe, 2018 Bloom!:
grazyna Wolski, aFca 

Antique Peonies 
oil on canvas, 48" x 36"

02 12

 “Flowers provide an infinite source of inspiration for my artwork. i have 

always been mesmerized by their unlimited selection, beauty, colours 

and shapes. a bouquet of peonies purchased at a local market became 

the inspiration for Antique Peonies. the elegant softness of the slightly 

opened buds evoked a feeling of nostalgia in me, and i felt compelled to 

transfer that onto the canvas.”
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canada is a huge nation, and 
our membership stretches coast 
to coast, which means that the 
majority of members live too far 
away to attend our annual general 
meeting. as a result, i’m taking 
the opportunity to share some key 
points we’ll be discussing so all 
members are included.

What are some of the major ac-
complishments of the past year? 
Phenomenal membership growth 
for a start — we’ve reached almost 
3,000 members. We reign not only 

from every province and territory in canada now, but from all corners 
of the globe; we’ve welcomed artists from austria, australia, Japan, 
united arab emirates and united states. We’re also seeing a dramatic 
increase in members from ontario, alberta and Quebec.

new growth included launching our 12th chapter, the central 
interior chapter, which provides exhibition and educational services to 
artists of Prince george and the surrounding region. growth is good, 
but as a collective, we need to remain accessible to all chapters and 
their members. therefore we’re refocusing to offer more assistance to 
chapters through new programs such as automatic fee collection via 
head office.

Perhaps the most exciting development in the Federation’s educa-
tion program was the roll-out of one of our long-time dreams, the 
Foundations Program. introductory courses — featuring 10 top artists 
as instructors — have neared full capacity, and feedback is positive. 
We still have lots to learn, but we’re off to a great start!

Participation in exhibitions reached record numbers of submis-
sions. this emphasizes the importance of continuing our search for 
a second gallery location to meet needs. speaking of our gallery, i’d 
like to introduce stasja voluti, our new gallery sales associate, who is 
passionate about all things art. stasja represents our growing mem-
bership: she became a full-time artist 18 years ago after a career in 
management and publishing; and she is european, and before mov-
ing to canada 16 years ago, lived in several countries where she sold 
her artwork.

looking forward, we will continue our venture into online education 
and exhibitions, website and social media improvements and other 
tools to serve artists everywhere. if we stay connected, our community 
will continue to grow not only in numbers, but in our membership’s 
progression as professional artists.

 

patrick meyer
executive director

theresa eisenbarth Medicine Hat, AB

elizabeth Hutchinson  

 Grande Prairie, AB

deeds irwin Calgary, AB

kimberly klein Edmonton, AB

doug levitt Calgary, AB

matt mcdonald Calgary, AB

Paule Poulin Calgary, AB

Brigit albiston Nanoose Bay, BC

Jasmine alexander Williams Lake, BC

laura Barnes Surrey, BC

kenna Barradell North Pender Is., BC

Judith Beach Surrey, BC

Patrick chan Delta, BC

nicole chow Vancouver, BC

rachel chun ting Vancouver, BC

stephen cole Gabriola, BC

ann crook Vernon, BC

donna d'aquino Langley, BC

crystal desharnais Nanaimo, BC

mary downe Vancouver, BC

Paula Funk Abbotsford, BC

lila gallon Vernon, BC

leslie goldsby Maple Ridge, BC

charmaine guerandi Vancouver, BC

rita Haaf Nanaimo, BC

amy Hayashida Nanaimo, BC

suzo Hickey Prince Rupert, BC

carol Hunter Langley, BC

claudia Jacobson Abbotsford, BC

Perry Johnston Quathiaski Cove, BC

anne Jopling Vancouver, BC

carolyn Jursa Vancouver, BC

mostafa keshvari Vancouver, BC

megan long Quesnel, BC

connie manning Chemainus, BC

sherri mcculloch  

 Shawnigan Lake, BC

tarin mead New Westminster, BC

darlene meyers Prince George, BC

shannon miller Vancouver, BC

adriana molina Surrey, BC

sara nguyen Vancouver, BC

Jay Page Coldstream, BC

Jen Peters Summerland, BC

timothy J Pielak White Rock, BC

denise richard Bowen Island, BC

linda sellers Vernon, BC

tove sorensen Kelowna, BC

James spankie Prince George, BC

erin stagg Prince George, BC

Becky strube Coldstream, BC

xia tian Pitt Meadows, BC

margo veenhoven-Joe Vancouver, BC

derek Whyte Nanaimo, BC

eileen Williamson Nanaimo, BC

rose l Williams Vancouver, BC

nola Wurtele Kelowna, BC

chiao chiao yang Surrey, BC

aidan zecchel Vancouver, BC

carole lavigne Lorette, MB

Poonam singh Brandon, MB

Helen shideler Quispamsis, NB

Jacquie Potvin-Boucher  

 Hammonds Plains, NS

michel labine Fort Smith, NT

Jakob Bouwman Burlington, ON

John Haynes Kingsville, ON

khaula mazhar Mississauga, ON

shawn robichaud Capreol, ON

rita sawaya Oakville, ON

Jill shimizu Jordan Station, ON

NEW MEMBERS

DIRECTOR'S COMMUNIQUÉ
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1. PAstel JournAl FeAtures cAnAdiAns
dianna Ponting, sFca will be featured in the may/June 2018 issue 
of Pastel Journal along with two of her former students, roberta 
combs, sFca and Kathy hildebrandt, aFca. the feature article 
focuses on “the work of canadian masters of still life.” Painting 
Journal is one of the us artist network publications viewed by over 
100,000 artists internationally.

2. Art booK 
sudbury ontario’s Joan chivot was featured in an anthology of 
women artists titled Sudbury Women in Art. the book launch 
accompanied an art exhibition in march at the open studio, 
sponsored by cambrian college in ontario. Joan participated in the 
book’s content including her photo, biography, paintings and written 
statements on her art practice/philosophy. the exhibition moved to 
the art gallery of sudbury in april and continues until may 13. 

3. PrestiGious AbstrAct AWArd
okanagan-based barry rafuse, sFca recently had two paintings 
receive awards in the light, space & time online art gallery’s 
“abstract competition.” there were 952 entries received from 
29 countries. Barry garnered 1st Place for Azure Divide, a 24" x 
24" mixed media abstract (shown), and special recognition for 
Cardinal Connection.  

4. corPorAte coMMissions
Marija Petricevic-bosnjak, aFca completed two commissioned 
oil portraits for engineered air, one of the largest manufacturers 
of heating products. unveilings took place in newmarket, ontario 
in January for company executive mr. david kukkonen, and in 
calgary in February for mr. John lindstrom. marija, who was born 
in croatia and began painting there, emigrated to calgary in 1968. 
she has painted many portraits now hanging in private and public 
collections across canada and internationally including the Police 
museum and croatian embassy, ottawa.

5. hocKey leGend turned Artist
new Fca member richard brodeur, former vancouver canucks’ 
goalie dubbed “king richard,” has become a well-respected artist. 
richard was commissioned to paint lindt's 2017 chocolate advent 
calendar (called the “vancouver canucks advent calendar”).  the 
north vancouver artist depicts “images that embody the canadian 
spirit” in oils, acrylics and watercolours. “Painting has always been 
a passion of mine,” says richard.

6. shoW in MoscoW & itAly
vladimir Kolosov participated in the international vanguard today 
art show at the moscow House of artists in historical downtown 
moscow, russia in march. vladimir exhibited two pieces: The Greed 
and The secret wishes of David overwhelmed by the battle with 
Goliath. vladimir also participated in an exhibition in corchiano, 
italy at mega art gallery in april. this show titled "i have a dream, 
i want to live in a Better World, a Beautiful World” featured two 
other artworks. 

MEMBER NEWS

dianna Ponting, Sweet Ribbons

Joan chivot, Fall Berries

richard Brodeur, 
Advent Calendar

Barry rafuse, Azure Divide

marija Petricevic-Bosnjak, David Kukkonen

vladimir kolosov, The Greed

01

02

05

03

04

06



 may/june 2018 Art Avenue | 7 

tatjana mirkov-Popovici, Alpine Summer

Fran alexander, Eavesdropper

carollyne sinclaire, Irene's Sunflowers

Jeff Wilson, Vos Raasey

linda Bell, An Apple A Day

lisa Figueroa, 
Collaborative Image

01

02

03

1. Artists in our Midst 
on June 2 & 3, tatjana Mirkov-Popovicki, sFca will represent 
the Federation in vancouver’s West of main art Walk by the 
annual artists in our midst. this includes a mini-residency in 
the Fca gallery on granville island, and Fca group exhibition 
at the roundhouse, opening may 24. approximately 100 lo-
cal studios are participating. (tatjana’s paintings will also be 
displayed in roots’ store window, granville street.) 
www.artistsinourmidst.com

2. Mid MAin Art FAir  
the 8th annual mid main art Fair takes place June 10, 11 
a.m. – 6 p.m. it showcases watercolour, acrylic, oil, photog-
raphy, sculpture and printmaking from greater vancouver 
artists: Fran Alexander, aFca, enda bardell, lorn curry, 
dave denson, Jennifer harwood, louise nicholson, 
aFca, Jeanette Jarville, aFca, James Koll, sonia Mocnik, 
camille sleeman, elisabeth sommerville, sFca, Kathy 
traeger, aFca, Jeff Wilson, aFca, Grazyna Wolski, aFca. 
Heritage Hall, 3102 main street, vancouver. Free admission.  
www.midmainart.com 

3. oKAnAGAn solo shoWs
okanagan-based carollyne sinclaire is having an exhibition 
of her acrylic paintings called “light, shadow, colour” at 
the Front street gallery in Penticton July 6 – 19. opening 
reception: July 7. carollyne is also having a solo show at 
Jo Jo’s cafe in osoyoos from July 28 – august 25. opening 
reception: July 28.

4. solo shoW north vAncouver
Jeff Wilson, aFca has a solo show of acrylic paintings entitled 
“on the Water” running from may 9 – July 9 at district Foyer 
gallery, in the north vancouver district Hall, 355 West Queens 
rd, north vancouver. the exhibition comprises a collection of 
working ships originating from scotland, iceland and canada. 
the large cargo vessel painting shown is 36" x 48".

5. solo shoW West vAncouver
linda bell, aFca has been selected for a solo show at the 
Ferry Building, ambleside, West vancouver. the exhibition 
called “mixing it up” will feature her colourful acrylic ab-
stracts. it will run from June 26 – July 15. opening reception: 
tuesday, June 26th, 6 – 8 p.m. 

6. FeMAle iMAGery shoW
lisa Figueroa, aFca, Patricia l. smith and Wendy Browne 
present “exquisites crowned: Female imagery in 3 Parts” 
at lisa's studio/gallery, 70 Hudson avenue ne, salmon 
arm. the theme is derived from the parlour game exquisite 
corpses (updated to suit our style of play). the female images 
— expressed over 3 panels: head, torso and legs — wear a 
crown in celebration of feminine energy. opening: may 11, 
7 – 9 p.m. show: may 12 – 18.

MEMBER SHOWS
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1. PAint ontArio 2018
Wendy carmichael bauld’s acrylic painting A Day 
In The Life Of A Harley Man won the Pachlarz 
Family choice award at the prestigious annual 
art event Paint ontario 2018. the march/april 
exhibition was located in grand Bend, ontario at 
the lambton Heritage museum.  

2. solo shoW cAlGAry
Anne McGilvary had a successful solo exhibition 
in april at Fifth avenue Framing in calgary, 1207-
5th avenue nW, entitled “meadows & more.” it 
featured alberta-inspired landscapes in acrylic. 
she states, “the goal of my show was to offer a 
‘joyful experience’ as we welcome warm springtime 
weather in alberta.” www.annemcgilvary.ca

3. best Mixed MediA 
Josephine bohemier’s mixed media painting 
Yukon Fireweed won Best in mixed media at the 
19th annual look show hosted by the victoria arts 
council. staged in three locations and running until 
mid-april, the look show showcases over 500 
works, and is designed to highlight the quality and 
diversity of victoria artists.

4. solo shoW sunshine coAst 
Katherine Johnston is having an exhibition at 
the sunshine coast arts centre’s doris crowston 
gallery, sechelt, June 27 – July 22. “abstracts 
exposed” is a collection of the artist’s explorations 
into non-representational art. these works in oil, 
acrylic, collage and mixed media highlight her 
passion for colour, texture and brushstrokes. “meet 
the artist” talk: sunday, July 8, 1:00 p.m.

5. tiMe For us shoW
Kathleen Mccallum and Pam Weber, aFca are 
collaborating in the “time For us” show at Framed 
on Fifth gallery and shop, 1207 5th avenue nW, 
calgary. the exhibition of acrylic paintings will run 
from June 5-30. artist opening and all other infor-
mation: www.framedonfifth.ca

6. correction
Kirsten to sheffield was the recipient of the 
People's choice award for the 2017 sidney Fine 
arts show. “Because this show’s quality of artwork 
is fabulous, i was thrilled to have received such an 
honour!” kirsten manipulates wax and dye, merg-
ing realism and the fluidity of water in painted ba-
tiks. these richly-hued paintings depict Westcoast 
landscapes, cultural, architectural and botanical 
themes. 

MEMBER NEWS & SHOWS

Wendy carmichael Bauld, A Day in the 
Life of a Harley Man

anne mcgilvary, July in the High Meadows

Josephine Bohemier, Yukon Fireweed

katherine Johnston, Different Strokes

Pam Weber, It's A Buzzy Place

kirsten to sheffield, Solitude – Long Beach
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AbstrActed
march 6 to 17, 2018

blooM!
april 3 to 15, 2018

Honourable Mention: 
margriet Hogue 
Back Alley Blues 
mixed media/acrylic on board  
12" x 12"

Honourable Mention: 
marianne meyer 
One cloud in the sky 
acrylic on canvas, 36" x 36"

Honourable Mention: 
renata kerr Time Travel 
acrylic on canvas, 36" x 36"

1st place: 
Jan louise Henry Slope
acrylic on wood panel, 36" x 36"

2nd place: 
amy steWart Reaching Out
mixed media/acrylic on canvas, 36" x 36"

3rd place: 
Jill cHaruk Strawberry Rhubarb
acrylic on canvas, 30" x 30"

2nd place: 
HeatHer es armstrong For the Love of Moss
acrylic on hardboard, 24" x 18"

3rd place: 
BarBara ann scott Lines of Communication
mixed media on canvas, 16" x 20"

1st place (cover): 
grazyna Wolski, aFca 
Antique Peonies
oil on canvas, 48" x 36"

Honourable Mention: 
Fred cameron 
Fall colours 
oil on canvas, 24" x 20"

Honourable Mention: 
anita mccomas 
Where The Wild Things Grow 
acrylic on canvas, 24" x 24"

Honourable Mention: 
louise nicHolson, aFca
Late Bloomers 
acrylic on canvas, 24" x 36"

Honourable Mention: 
ann Willsie
Summer's Song II 
oil on canvas, 36" x 48"
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arroWsMitH

CHapter eXHiBition
the arrowsmith chapter spring Juried show 
was held at the tosh 10 gallery at the old 
school House arts centre, Qualicum Beach, 
april 7-28. congratulations to the award win-
ners: ist Place, Jane cross for Evening Calm, 
2nd Place, Fear by diane Michelin, 3rd Place, 
La Paza Del Pueblo by Peggy burkosky. 
Honourable mentions went to barbra 
regamey Mcdonald, Jacqueline smith and 
Fay st Marie. 

neWs
the chapter’s new instagram account, “fcaar-
rowsmith” will feature members’ artwork. 
linda Fraser, head of the "Fun committee" 
will be taking a group of members on a Hornby 
island retreat June 10-14. Participants will 
explore the island, paint en plein air, and be 
spoiled by the culinary expertise at the Hornby 
island dive school. 

victoria 

CHapter sHoW
the victoria “Federation of canadian artists' 
spring show” was held at the coast collective 
gallery in colwood, Bc. it looked beautiful! 
there were 32 paintings juried into the show 
from 51 works, and three paintings sold. 
congratulations to the prize winners for out-
standing paintings: 
First Prize, diana Grenkow’s 12" x 18" oil, Three 
for Tea, second Prize, darlene botkin, aFca’s 
10.5" x 15.5" oil, Peter Pan, Kensington 
Gardens, third Prize, Gordon smith’s 18" x 
22" graphite/charcoal, Stephanie. 
Honourable mentions: Kathy cameron, 
aFca, Marlene howell, sharlene stushnov-
lee, aFca.

neWs
kudos goes to Mark cramer, aFca and rose 
tanner, aFca who attained signature status 
with the Federation of canadian artists, and 
participated in the “success!” exhibition in the 
vancouver gallery in march.

West KootenaY

past WorKsHops
WkcFca members recently taught work-
shops at venues around kootenay lake. 
sharon bamber, internationally recognized 
for her animal pastel paintings, introduced us 
to pastel painting in “Painting with emotion.” 
brigitte desbois taught “interpreting light with 
colour,” an oil painting workshop highlighting 
impressionism principles. erica Konrad’s work-
shop “conceal and reveal” offered an introduc-
tion to encaustic painting at her private retreat, 
Hidden creek studio; erica taught a follow-up 
workshop, “responding to a mark,” in april. 

upComing WorKsHops
seats are filling for our may 11-13 workshop 
with dominik Modlinski (see WorksHoPs). 
Fall line-up: carol schloss, signature member 
Pastel society of america, teaching pastels sept. 
15-6 and dale laitenin nWs (from california) 
teaching watercolours oct. 19-21. Workshops 
are generously supported with grants from the 
columbia kootenay cultural alliance. 

CHAPTERS

diana grenkow, Three for Tea Brigitte desbois, Light and shadow on Naiset

Jane cross, Evening Calm
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s chAPter calgarY West KootenaY

dAte/tiMe may 18 demo from 7-9 p.m., may 19 & 20 workshop may 11 to 13, July 7 to 8

locAtion demo: kensington art supply, 120, 6999-11th street se, calgary, Plein 
air: various calgary locations

tBa

FeAtured 
Artist

"Plein air event" with nancy-lynn Hughes and doug swinton. Both 
offer decades of experience as artists/educators and share a familiarity 
& passion for the foothills of the rockies. nancy seeks the “wow” mo-
ment in nature; doug believes that “art is not about a living; it's about 
living the art.” they both have successful art businesses: nancy owns 
Hughes on tenth, doug owns swinton's art supplies.

may: dominik modlinski, “oil Painting and 
the art of seeing” 
July: corre alice, “acrylic Painting” 

inForMAtion open to members & non-members  at a very reasonable price. info: 
http://www.fcacalgary.ca/workshops.htm 

information & registration: alison graeme, 
alisongraeme@telus.net.  

central interior 

meetings/WorKsHop
the cic’s inaugural meeting was held march 
24 at Prince george community arts council 
complex. as the Fca's newest chapter, we are 
accepting members: west to smithers, north to 
mackenzie, east to valemount, south to 100 
mile House. next meeting: may 26 — Melanie 
desjardines will discuss abstract artwork. cic 
hosted a "composition and design" workshop 
and valuable critique by lalita hamill, aFca. 
Participants left with "fresh eyes" with which to 
develop and improve future work.  

memBer neWs
Wendy Framst, Andrea Fredeen and Melanie 
desjardines recently achieved active status. 
lesley White, western artist, had a solo exhibi-
tion at the Prince george Public library in april 
that moved to cafe voltaire for may. Maureen 
Faulkner's solo exhibition at two rivers gallery, 
"cultivating Habit," featured her project that 
aims to produce a piece of artwork per day 
for a year. laura chandler, Kristin vignal and 
heather e. s. Armstrong had artwork featured 
at the Federation gallery’s national shows.

calgarY 
 

sHoWs
ray swirsky, aFca’s Majestic took 1st Place 
in the march chapter show “spring into art”; 
ray also recently garnered Fca signature 
status. other winners: 2nd Place, Mary Ann 
hew’s Perfect Morning, 3rd Place, Marjorie 
broadhead’s Inescapably Blue! branko 
Marjanovic’s Castle Mt. Reflection and Nearly 
Wet at Oesa Hike received Honourable men-
tions. Janie lockwood, tracy Proctor and 
sheila schaetzle have paintings in the spring 
show collection at art on 9th, march 29 – may 
20. art on 9th is a new venue “by artists for 
artists” showcasing local work in high-traffic 
inglewood neighbourhood. Pictured: Janie’s 
mixed media, Free Flight translates nature 
into simple but powerful shapes.
  
upComing eXHiBitions 
“art-o-rama,” a chapter juried exhibi-
tion, takes place June 15, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
& June 16, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Fort calgary, 
a national Historic site, and birthplace of the 
city of calgary.

nanaiMo

WorKsHops & eXHiBitions 
the nanaimo chapter hosted a workshop with 
teresa bernard in march; a workshop with 
dominik Modlinski is running may 2 & 3, and 
with Blu smith in fall. a non-juried chapter 
show at the ladysmith Waterfront gallery 
showcased over 75 paintings from 45 artists 
in april. a great success, it will be restaged 
in 2019 to give all members an opportunity to 
show/sell work. 

neWs
the vic Wilson award, established in mem-
ory of past nFca President vic Wilson, was 
awarded to claudia lohman and delie lawley 
in recognition of their contributions, Board 
positions held, and for co-chairing the 2017 
Fine arts show. the chapter donated 27 art-
works to dufferin Place, a nanaimo senior’s 
residence; its staff and residents were thrilled 
to see new work hanging in their hallways and 
public spaces. barbara Ann scott’s Lines of 
Communication won 3rd Place in the Fca 
“abstracted” exhibition. congratulations! 
may’s artist of the month is Marilyn 
strongitharm; June’s is Josee duffhue. 
details: www.nanaimofca.com  

lesley White, Sounds of Thunder

Janie lockwood, Free Flight

Barbara ann scott, Lines of Communication
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central oKanagan upComing eXHiBitions/CaLL 
for entries
entries for the 2018 oasis national art show 
are being accepted until may 15. this na-
tional show is open to all active and signature 
members of the Fca, and will be held at the 
Peachland art gallery July 1–31. For more in-
formation: www.centralokanaganfca.com 

neWs
congratulations to members achieving sig-
nature status: renata Kerr, aFca, Anita 

Mccomas, aFca and liz vanGolen vincent, 
aFca! in march, Karen (Kato) rempel, aFca 
gave a fascinating presentation. kato’s expo-
sure to other cultures and their art forms has 
influenced and inspired her artistic journey; 
her work is a reflection of beauty, diversity and 
mystique drawn from these years of interna-
tional living. Previously known for figurative 
paintings, kato’s current work is mixed media 
on paper. it breaks up forms, but still reflects 
their subject matter. she unveiled a solo show 
at icon gallery Framing, kelowna in april.

karen (kato) rempel, On the banks of the Chaparai
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Perry hAddocK, sFcA – 
on PrActicAl, PeAceFul 
Plein Air 
by carol crenna

Perry Haddock, award-winning SFCA, is one of those inspiring artists 
who began painting much later in life; and with little formal training, he 
sells artwork to international clients through four galleries. Here he tells 
AA how he developed his career, and why he loves painting en plein air.  

AA: When did you begin painting? 
Perry: i didn’t really start until i was close to retirement, in my 50s. i 
had no formal training other than a few night school courses and read-
ing art books. i was a ceramics teacher for six years, though. What ad-
vanced my learning the most was getting together weekly to paint with 
two artist friends (also art teachers) to “take it seriously.” this began 20 
years ago and continues; one of them is Jack turpin, sFca.  

AA: Why did this help?
Perry: the critiquing that can be shared when experienced artists get 
together is extremely valuable. as friends, you trust each other, and respect 
each other’s judgement. and sometimes you have to constructively say, 
“that is just not up to your standard.” everybody likes praise, but what 
you really end up needing is somebody who can help you solve a problem. 

AA: Have they done this?
Perry: Jack is exceptional in his ability to analyze another’s work. i’ve 
taken his advice about improvements and witnessed that he was abso-
lutely right. He would probably say the same about my critiques although 

i don’t have his analytical skill. We now spend most of our time critiquing 
what we’re working on rather than painting together because it’s so helpful. 

AA: Is it difficult to be objective about your own work, even as SFCAs?
Perry: yes. after a couple of hours of work on something, it is very 
hard to be objective because you believe you are on the right path. or 
you may know something is wrong, but you don’t know what it is. you 
become blind to your own errors.

AA: You say your fondest painting experiences are en plein air?
Perry: it absolutely appeals to me because when away from everything 
going on in your life, you are able to cleanse yourself of those situations. 
this happens because you are only thinking about what you’re doing in 
that moment, in that environment. some paintings end up being awful, 
but i still come home thinking, “that was a great day.” much of the joy 
is just being in nature. i am not an outdoorsy guy, but it is while painting 
rocks, water and trees that i appreciate nature. 

i don’t necessarily think that i will start and complete a painting there. 
i’m just taking notes, storing visceral memories of where i am. in my 
studio, this study enables me to feel exactly what it was like to be back 
at that spot in nature when i begin the larger painting. i don’t work on 
many at the same time so i can remember the setting easily. i enjoy the 
freshness of painting-on-site because it retains looseness due to the 
time factor; it’s not overdone — one of the temptations when working 
at home. i don’t always repaint it in the studio because i think, “this is 
finished” for that reason.

AA: You said your plein air sketches become your “edited reality.” Will 
you teach how to edit at the FCA Retreat?
Perry: yes. much of plein air is about forced mental editing. When in 
nature, many details stare you in the face, but your aim is to get a com-
position from it that isn’t over-full. due to time limits, you need to look at 
the setting’s biggest shapes first. i am impulsive in my decision-making: 
rather than thinking, for example, that i need focal points so leave out 
other details, it is more about “What object appealed to me, and made 
me sit down here and want to paint?” that is what i focus on, and leave 
out stuff around it. Part of editing involves moving things: if that rock 

Reverie, 30" x 30"

FEATURE

Another Day at the Office, 16" x 16"
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would look better in front of the tree i’m painting, i move it. since i have 
no formal training, this has taken experience – i.e. making literally thou-
sands of mistakes – and intuition.  

AA: Your water in another Day at the office is green-yellow, and in 
reverie it’s purple-white. Did you see these colours in nature?
Perry: artist robert genn said he simply made a decision to put a colour 
on the canvas, and later corrected it as necessary. i do that; i often reach 
for my palette and pick a colour that has nothing to do with the actual 
colour of the object. However, its value needs to be right.

AA: So it’s less about pulling out, and then pushing to extremes, the 
faint purple in a brown rock, and more about simply wanting to use 
purple today?
Perry: yes. i don’t analyze or over-think paintings. i have been ac-
cused of not finishing a painting: some look like vignettes because i 
don’t paint right to the edges; others look a bit “sketchy.” i like the loose-
ness of brushstrokes, and to be able to put a stroke down and leave it.  

AA: That shows confidence. 
Perry: robert genn also said, “you are better off leaving a painting 
10% underpainted than 1% overpainted.” i have destroyed paintings by 
thinking, “i just need to tweak that or add this…” i paint fairly quickly 
using bigger brushes whenever i can. this is because if i leave it for a 
couple of days and look at it again, i invariably come at it with a different 
attitude than before, and instead of the loose, dancing strokes i originally 
had, they become tight because i go in “needing to correct it.”

AA: In another Day at the office and reverie, you kept the background 
trees more abstract so my eye stays on the colourful water and rocks. 
But in evening Light Cox Bay, the background trees are more detailed 
so my eye is drawn from the monotone sandy river to them. Was this 
intentional? 
Perry: you are noticing that i repainted parts of Evening Light, Cox 
Bay! the earlier version had the trees somber, less detailed. i brightened 
them simply because i wanted to reveal the sunshine that was on them; 
it was unconsciously done if it technically worked. students have asked 
questions about my choices during a demo and i’ve honestly said, “i 
have no idea why i did that.” it’s intuitive. and sometimes technically 
perfect artwork has no soul if it doesn’t show a little of who the artist is.

AA: Many of your paintings feature the same landscape. Don’t you 
start glancing past details when viewing the same setting often? 
Perry: i have completed approximately 40 paintings in the very same 
spot where Jack and i paint near chilliwack, Bc. it’s a secret location 
that i won’t disclose! i see something new each time: the weather chang-
es; the sun is in a different location in the sky; i sit at a slightly different 
angle; a tree that was there last season has fallen…

AA: That said, in addition to teaching at the FCA Plein Air Retreat in 
EC Manning Park, you’re organizing a group trip to Spain.  
Perry: yes! travelling keeps me challenged. i’m planning a nine-day 
excursion to southern spain october 4-13, 2018, working with a travel 
company that has a great reputation and experience in organizing paint-
ing trips to this spot. 

Perry haddock, sFcA will be instructing at the FcA Plein Air retreat 
July 29–August 3. open to FcA Members and non-Members. 

Evening Light, Cox Bay, 24" x 24"
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SUCCESS!
This two-part/two-issue feature celebrates the talent, innovation, expertise and hard work of Canadian artists 
recently awarded their Federation of Canadian Artists associate and senior signature status: AFCA & SFCA

ILKA BAUER, AFCA 

ulocAtion: victoria, Bc uFAvourite Artist: ernst Haeckel, Horst Janssen  
uFAvourite colour: sunshine orange (but i usually work in graphite/ black ink)  
u# yeArs As ProFessionAl Artist: 2 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: i won 2nd 

Place at the Fca's “2017 small, smaller, smallest” exhibition. i was also a finalist in the 2016 nonesuch 
art on Paper awards, a competition that attracted 230 entries from 17 countries. uinsPirAtion: i have 
always been fascinated by the natural world, and am drawn to pattern and detail more than spectacular vis-
tas. my drawings take many hours to complete so the process becomes a meditation. ubAcKGround: 
i grew up in germany, and over the past three decades i have worked/studied in different parts of the uk 
and canada. my professional background is in biology: i completed a Phd in alberta and was a researcher 
and teacher before moving to victoria in 2010.

DEANNA S BEAUJOT, AFCA 

ulocAtion: calgary, aB uFAvourite Artist: John singer sargent & the Beaver Hall group 
(montreal, 1920) uFAvourite colour: aureolin, Quinacridone gold, Winsor Blue, indanthrene 
Blue, Quin magenta, rose dore u# yeArs As ProFessionAl Artist: 1 ubiGGest cAreer 

MoMent: Being awarded 2nd Place in the first juried calgary chapter show i entered, and selling two paintings in it, 
and being awarded 3rd Place in “2017 Bloom!” all in the same month. uinsPirAtion: i am influenced by people’s 
reactions/feelings, and capture them in my own personal portrait and figurative style; i paint florals in the same expres-
sive way. i am also inspired by the group of artists i paint with. ubAcKGround: two years in fine arts school and 
then a long hiatus incubated the artistic energy that fuels my watercolour work today. i recently took Jean Pederson’s 
master mentoring class, and continue taking workshops to improve technique.

CYNTHIA BONESKY, AFCA 

ulocAtion: Port alberni, Bc uFAvourite Artist: norman rockwell is a favourite for his 
ability to tell stories with his images. uFAvourite colour: i love Quinacridone gold – sun-
shine in a tube. u# yeArs As ProFessionAl Artist: 22 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: 

i’ve had many satisfying moments, but my biggest thrill was when i sold my first piece. i had been painting for 
less than a year and had just been accepted into the gallery. i felt this changed me from “someone who liked to 
paint” to a real artist. uinsPirAtion: i am fascinated by the way that light hits an object. the light reveals 
– or hides – its contours and its colours, which can completely change the appearance. ubAcKGround: i did 
not go to art school. i learned to paint by taking a lot of workshops, reading, and doing a lot of painting. i belong 
to an art group, Wednesday Painters, which gets together weekly to paint and critique work.

KIMBERLEY COOK, AFCA

ulocAtion: airdrie, alberta uFAvourite Artist: claude monet, Bobbie Burgers  
uFAvourite colour: Pink, blue, peach, yellow, green... u# yeArs 
As ProFessionAl Artist: 29 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: i was 

very proud to have been published in International Artist magazine as a master Painter of 
canada. the article and oil painting Scarlet Afternoon was featured in 2008. uinsPirA-
tion: i see beauty in the simplest things, and paint subject matter that excites "in any given mo-
ment," often making it difficult to decide what i’m going to paint next! ubAcKGround:  
i took an architectural technology program when drawing, lettering and drafting were "by hand." i 
worked for 13 years as an architectural draftsperson. But feeling the need to create, i began painting 
full-time (and had gallery representation), running a gallery space, and creating an art group and coop-
erative. i then pursued interior decorating/staging, but have now returned to painting.
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MARK CRAMER, AFCA

ulocAtion: victoria, Bc uFAvourite Artist: many contemporary art-
ists including renato muccillo, mark Heine, david goatley and morgan Weistling  
uFAvourite colour: cerulean Blue u# yeArs As A ProFessionAl 

Artist: 6 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: acceptance as an active member in the Fca in 
october 2013, and a few days later, winning 2nd Place in the first Fca show (victoria chapter) that 
i entered. and now, achieving aFca status. uinsPirAtion: For my landscape art, my immense 
appreciation of all that i see while travelling on vancouver island. For portrait/figurative art, my 
family; it is always a pleasure to capture some of their moments. ubAcKGround: i am a self-
taught artist. i am always learning and trying to improve; i paint for a couple of hours almost every 
day. i retired from the victoria Fire department after thirty years of service before i began painting.

MEETA DANI, SFCA

ulocAtion: vancouver, Bc uFAvourite Artist: 
eric christensen uFAvourite colour: yellow-orange! 
Quinacridone gold by daniel smith u# yeArs As 

ProFessionAl Artist: 2.5 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: after giving it 
long, serious thought, in January 2018, i launched my non-profit international 
organization, global association of Watercolor artists. its mission is to provide 
all watercolourists with a strong unbiased platform to provide needed support 
and help in building their career. uinsPirAtion: the historical monuments, 
the hard works of ancient sculptors, the famous breathtaking paintings of great 
legends: they all inspire me to do my best. ubAcKGround: i am a com-
pletely self-taught artist with no professional/educational qualifications. after 
completing my master’s degree in computer science, i worked with reputed 
software companies like global logic, HsBc glt and sapient for over a decade 
before shifting my career to become a professional watercolourist.

NANCY DEAN, AFCA

ulocAtion: tsawwassen, Bc uFAvourite Artist: edward Hopper, richard 
estes, edward Burtynsky uFAvourite colour: Pyrrole orange by golden  
u# yeArs As ProFessionAl Artist: 11 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: 

early affirmation came with a call one new year's day: a man from eastern us had seen my work 
six months earlier and was in town. He came to my house and bought two paintings. this gave 
me confidence to continue. uinsPirAtion: i love the contrast of colourful fall leaves against 
tall cool buildings, the play of light on rainy streets, reflections on windows or water, and pat-
terns made by stark winter trees. i currently enjoy adding figures to my landscapes/cityscapes.  
ubAcKGround: an interest in textiles led to my first career as a home economics teacher. i also 
practised weaving, jewelry-making, stained glass. later, i became an interior designer. Fourteen 
years ago, i started painting with no formal training, but have since taken many workshops.

DIONE DOLAN, AFCA

ulocAtion: langley, Bc uFAvourite Artist: robert Bateman  
uFAvourite colour: Payne’s grey, cadmium green u# yeArs As 
ProFessionAl Artist: 20 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: after meeting 

robert Bateman at an art store, he gifted me a moment to talk about my art. He encouraged me to 
go beyond sketching and start painting. i passionately painted my first two pieces that night, and 
have painted ever since. uinsPirAtion: my artwork focuses on communicating human emo-
tions that are found and reflected in nature’s landscape, from peaceful quiet solitude to cacophony 
and chaos. i love the vast, breathtaking wilderness of Bc’s rocky shoreline, ocean expanses, rain-
forest moss/foliage & ever-transforming skies over mountains. ubAcKGround: i am self-taught, 
and have explored watercolours, acrylics, mixed media, but find most enjoyment with oils. in 2013, i 
was honoured as the “art impact ambassador” by the Women Worldwide initiative. i have received 
Fca awards of excellence and 1st Place, and three surrey art gallery awards.
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KEN FAULKS, SFCA

ulocAtion: victoria, Bc uFAvourite Artist: i don’t have a fa-
vourite, but have considered the work of many, regardless of style.  
uFAvourite colour: i appreciate how colours look and work next to 

one another. there is a time and place for each of them. u# yeArs As ProFessionAl 
Artist: almost 40 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: i’m guessing that it was the first 
time i picked up a pencil. since then it was the decision to work for myself as a freelance 
illustrator and painter. uinsPirAtion: Painters, sculptors, photographers, cinematog-
raphers, regardless of subject, style and materials used. How light falls across a wall, 
mountain or field, and most anything else seen. ubAcKGround: i’ve been drawing 
and painting longer than i can remember. By 1984 (age 20), i was making my living as 
a professional illustrator, and by 1989, was plein air painting and exhibiting in galleries. 

YUKI GOODMAN, AFCA

ulocAtion: north vancouver, Bc uFAvourite Artist: alphonse mucha  
uFAvourite colour: turquoise u# yeArs As ProFessionAl Artist: 3  
ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: not applicable yet. uinsPirAtion: i am a collector. i 

draw inspiration from a variety of sources including the old masters, Japanese traditional art work, my work 
with computer graphics, and even non-visual disciplines. i use them to assemble my paintings block by block.  
ubAcKGround: i was born in Japan where i trained in various art styles until my early 20s. i later moved 
to canada where i worked predominantly in computer graphics and animation before shifting focus to 
watercolour and ink fine art.

 

PEPE HIDALGO, AFCA

ulocAtion: delta, Bc uFAvourite Artist: Hieronymus 
Bosch, Francisco goya, Pablo Picasso, Francis Bacon, lucian 
Freud uFAvourite colour: the colour i almost never use, 

Bone White u# yeArs As ProFessionAl Artist: 35 years learning ubiG-
Gest cAreer MoMent: When i received the Francisco de goya Prize, 
selection and exhibition in conde duque sala in madrid, spain for my paint-
ing Equilibrium in Europe. antonio lopez was the judge who chose my paint-
ing. uinsPirAtion: my first master was Francisco de goya, and i continue 
to use his art to learn. ubAcKGround: i am originally from spain, and am a 
self-taught artist who had been exhibiting my work without training. However, at 
the age of 40, i decided to study fine arts in utrecht, the netherlands. my studio 
was in the spanish Pyrenees before i moved to canada. 

RENATA KERR, AFCA

ulocAtion: kelowna, Bc uFAvourite 
Artist: JmW turner, Harry ally… But ask 
me again tomorrow! uFAvourite colour: 

golden’s Quinacridone nickel azo gold u# yeArs As 
ProFessionAl Artist: 4 ubiGGest cAreer MoMent: 
my first month-long 3-woman exhibition at Peachland art gallery. 
it was a thrilling experience to see an entire wall in a proper gal-
lery dedicated to my work. uinsPirAtion: it’s gratifying when 
people actively engage with artwork and get something new from 
it each time they look at it. that is my hope for my work. i’m more 
interested in how a painting makes viewers feel than in what they 
can recognize in it. i find inspiration anywhere, but it comes most 
often from within. ubAcKGround: after graduating from the 
ontario college of art, i worked as a graphic designer in canada 
and europe for over 25 years. i’m now following my passion for 
intuitive painting, and focusing on abstraction.
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FCA exHIBItIon CAlendAr 
mAy – July 2018

exhibition 
title

subMission 
deAdline:

April 11, 2018 April 25, 2018 April 25, 2018 April 18, 2018

oPen to:
active, afCa and  
sfCa members

active, afCa and  
sfCa members

active, afCa and  
sfCa members

internationaL  
open CaLL

delivery deAdline: april 27, 2018 n/a may 11, 2018 may 25, 2018

exhibition dAtes: May 1 – 13 May 1 – July 31 May 15 – 27 May 29 – June 10

recePtion (1st 
thur. 6-8PM)

no no no may 31, 2018

QuAliFyinG yes no yes yes

Prizes or AWArds Cash prizes Cash prizes awards in title Cash prizes

exhibition 
title

subMission 
deAdline:

May 16, 2018 May 30, 2018 May 30, 2018 July 4, 2018

oPen to:
active, afCa and  
sfCa members

active, afCa and  
sfCa members

internationaL  
open CaLL

active, afCa and  
sfCa members

delivery deAdline: june 8, 2018 june 22 july 6, 2018 july 27, 2018

exhibition dAtes: June 11 – 24 June 25 – July 8 July 9 – 29 July 30 – August 12

recePtion (1st 
thur. 6-8PM)

no no july 12, 2018 no

QuAliFyinG yes yes yes yes

Prizes or AWArds awards in title awards in title Cash prizes awards in title

exhibition programming and submission deadlines are subject to change. please check at www.artists.ca or call 604-681-8534

o canada!

FcA online Postcard 
competition

Pote

Go Figure!

summer showcase

AiMAe 2018

landscapes

WildliFe



20 | Art Avenue may/june 2018

scratchboard, once used mostly for reproducing illustrations in 
printed work such as books and newspapers, is now making great in-
roads into the fine art scene. the international society of scratchboard 
artists, launched in 2011, is dedicated to promoting it. What drew me to 
scratchboard is that it lends itself to rich detail and very dramatic work. 

the scratchboards i use by ampersand are masonite boards cov-
ered in white clay and then surface-sprayed with india ink. Whereas 
most monochromatic drawing techniques work with a dark colour (us-
ing graphite or charcoal, for example) on white, i begin on black, mov-
ing from the darkest areas to the highlights. the values in this case are 
achieved by varying the amount of scratching to reveal the white clay 
below. Just as with drawing, tonal values are the key to giving a piece 
depth and dimension.

For Spherical Reflections, i set up a still life arrangement using pieces 
from my collection of found objects. i took several photos, and then did 
a bit of manipulation in Photoshop, playing with contrasts and cropping 
until i had a starting point for reference. i first worked on a drawing, 

bringing it up to the size i wanted, and then transferred it to my board. 
scratchboard can be forgiving with minor mistakes, but not with major 
ones, so it is important to plan and work out the kinks beforehand. 

then the scratching begins. i use a scalpel and sometimes a mini 
fiberglass brush to do this. i usually choose one area to start in, but will 
work all over the board as i go. on this piece, Spherical Reflections, i 
completed the tablecloth first, and then scratched out each individual 
ball. i use a very light hand while scratching because my purpose is to 
remove the ink, not the clay. if the clay is deeply scratched or gouged, 
it will permanently show in the surface of the final piece. after 60 to 70 
hours of work, the image slowly emerges from the darkness. When i have 
completed the piece, i use an acrylic spray varnish to protect it.

Lorna Hannett, SFCA, MSA (Master Scratchboard Artist) is a founder and 

past president of the International Society of Scratchboard Artists. 

www.facebook.com/ScratchboardArt.Lorna.Hannett

lornA hAnnett’s scrAtchboArd reFlections 

ART IN THE LIFE OF...

Spherical Reflections – Final

Spherical Reflections – Stage 1 Spherical Reflections – Stage 2

Spherical Reflections – Stage 3


